RESOURCES:

www.picturebookart.org

www.bl.uk/whatson/exhibitions/magicpencil/home.html

www.ala.org

www.cbcbooks.org/html/aboutauthors.html

www.nccil.org
www.scbwi.org
www.rif.org

Picture Books Plus:100 Extension Activities in Art,
Drama, Music, Math, and Science

Beyond Words: Picture Books for Older Readers and Writers

Art & Story: The Role of Illustration in Multicultural
Literature for Youth: The Virginia Hamilton Conference

Reading Contemporary Picture Books: Picturing Text

Story Stretchers: Activities to Expand
Children’s Favorite Books

GETTING THE MOST oUT OfF Picture Books

Picture books represent a unique literary form
that blends stories with art. In a picture book,
the illustrations are as important as the text,
and both work together to tell the story. When
you share picture books with children, be sure
to pay attention to the illustrations—reading
picture books means exploring the art as well.
This brochure from Reading Is Fundamental
can help you get more out of picture books by
showing you how to use the illustrations to engage
children and enhance the reading experience.
HOOK KIDS IN WITH ILLUSTRATIONS
We are told, “don’t judge a book by its cover.” Well, children
do it all the time. A child’s first impression of a book is
usually shaped by the pictures. So involve children in
choosing books with wonderful, eye-catching illustrations
that beg to be explored. Conduct “picture walks” through
books by leafing through the pages to look at the images
and discussing what you see before you read.
That way, the illustrations will draw in even
the most reluctant reader.
lustrations can do even more than draw

a child into a book; they can hook children
into a lifelong love of reading. For

our youngest children, pictures are an introduction to
the world of books. Long before they can read, children
respond to images in an effort to place themselves and
others in their lives into the world around them.

Picture books aren’t just for young children. Older
children are often more motivated to read picture books
because they see them as more fun and easier to read
than books without illustrations. Picture books are also
appealing as a break from longer novels because most
can be read in a single sitting.

BRING BOOKS TO LIFE

Pictures enable children to explore the world
within their own imagination and make connections
to characters and events they see in books. When
you help children connect with characters and
events, you make the book more real to them.

Here are some ways that illustrations bring
picture books to life:
s Illustrators usually tell stories with pictures.

¢ Authors use illustrations to depict specific scenes
of high emotion or action.

s Illustrators often use a variety of techniques to convey
mood and tone as well as character and plot.

When illustrations reflect people, objects,
and situations familiar to children, the
images help validate a child’s emotions
and experiences. The process of making

an emotional connection can help a
child learn empathy and compassion

for others.




SEE THE WORLD : BUILD READING SKILLS : EXPLORE ART WHEN
: : YOU READ TOGETHER

Colors, shapes, numbers, and letters.

Names of people, places, animals, and
everyday objects.

Pre-Readers
Beginning Readers

Independent Readers

Quick Tips!

Play “What's that?” by pointing to objects on the page and having the child name what
they see. Or read the story, stopping periodically to ask the child to find the picture
of the object or character you just read about.

Help children use pictures to keep track of the story as they go and suggest that
they retell the story to you. Encourage them to predict what will happen next based
on the pictures they are seeing. Help them pay attention to the clues the illustrator
left to hint at what is coming.




