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READING

IS FUNDAMENTAL®

NEWSLETTER News for and about the RIF community

RIF

Reading Is
Fundamental

2004 Poster Contest Winner

Knocks RIF Out of This World

f reading frees your imagination, where does it take you? For 10-year-old
Rebecca Galloway the answer is, “Anywhere you want—even to the stars.”
Drawing on the 2004 RIF National Poster Contest’s theme, “Read to Imagine,”
Rebecca created a bold illustration of a child reading a book with the sun,

Earth, and stars in the background.

“When you read, you can go to faraway
places and do big things—something
that you wouldn’t usually do,” she said.
“If you can read it, you can imagine it.”

But for Rebecca, winning the poster
contest was beyond even her vivid
imagination. When Carol Rasco, RIF’s
President and CEQ, Rita Henderson,
Manager of Educational Programs for
Nestlé USA, and the entire RIF staff
surprised Rebecca with the news over a

Rebecca Galloway,

2004 RIF National Poster
Contest Winner
conference call, the young artist was speechless. “I was shocked,”
she said. “I didnt think I was going to win.”

An independent panel of judges from the fields of education,
children’s book publishing, art, and government selected
Rebecca’s poster from among over 500 national entries. More
than 50,000 children from RIF programs across the country
participated in the competition last fall.

Reading is an important part of everyday life for Rebecca,
who says she especially likes to curl up and read with her mother
at night. Reading one or two chapters each night, together they
are making their way through the Nancy Drew mystery series.

But Rebecca, whom her family describes as “intuitive,” is also
a savvy reader, understanding the important role the skill plays
in her life. “When I read, I learn new things,” she says. “Reading
opens up a world of opportunities.”

New York Judges Fund
Court-Based RIF Program

hanks to donations from two New York State Ninth Judicial
District judges, kids visiting the courthouse childcare centers
in Westchester, Dutchess, Orange, and Rockland counties
in New York will receive free books.

Judge Joan O. Cooney, Supervising Family Court Judge, and
Justice Janet DiFiore, Supervising Judge of Criminal Courts, collectively
donated more than $25,000 in unexpended campaign funds to
subsidize a court-based RIF program. Now RIF will reach more than
6,000 children each year who visit the district’s five Children’s
Centers while their family members attend to court business. Ninety
percent of children who use the centers do so because their parents
have no access to other childcare or early childhood programs.

During a special ceremony in December at the Westchester
County Courthouse, New York State Chief Judge Judith Kaye thanked
Judge Cooney and Justice DiFiore for their generous donations.

As the national F -
winner, Rebecca
will receive a gift :
certificate to pur-
chase books, a new
laptop computer,

a basket of Nestlé
products, and

a $1,000 U.S.
Savings Bond at

a special awards
ceremony in Rhode
Island this spring.
She will also receive
a free trip to
Washington, D.C.

The school
Rebecca attended 1
when she entered the contest, Warwick Neck Elementary,
will receive a $500 certificate to purchase additional books
for its library. Warwick Neck is one of 44 RIF programs
in Rhode Island and reaches about 350 students each year.

Rebecca’s poster, and the artwork of 52 other 2004 honorees,
can be found at www.rif.org/posters. The children’s art will also
be displayed this summer at the Capital Children’s Museum
in Washington, D.C.

1o read more about this year’s winners and judges, see page 5.

RIF President and CEO Carol H. Rasco (far right) and New York State Chief Judge Judith
Kaye (second from right) thank Justice Janet DiFiore (far left) and Judge Joan O. Cooney
(second from left) for their commitment to children’s literacy.

“New York’s Children’s Centers in the Courts have become more than
safe havens for children—they are transformed into environments
that inspire reading,” Judge Kaye said. “I’'m so proud that every
child who visits the Centers in the Ninth Judicial District will receive
the key to lifelong learning—a new book.”

NEWS BRIEFS

Foot Locker Foundation

Gets on Its Feet for RIF

In December, the Foot Locker
Foundation supported RIF through
its third annual “On Our Feet”

gala. A variety of celebrity
supporters attended the event,
including Tiki Barber, New York
Giants running back; Alex Michel,
from ABC’s reality television series
The Bachelor; and Steve Schirripa,
from HBO’s The Sopranos.

The funds raised from the gala,
$500,000, will support a new
joint initiative of the Foot Locker
Foundation, RIF, and the NBA’s
“Read to Achieve” program. As
part of the initiative, RIF will work
with the Foot Locker Foundation
and the NBA to provide books
and reading materials to literacy
programs, including RIF Family
of Readers programs, in cities
with NBA/WNBA franchises.

Care to Read Posters Now Available
RIF and the National
Association for the
Education of Young
Children (NAEYCQ)
have collaborated
to develop and
distribute three
colorful posters
as part of RIF’s
Care to Read
early literacy
training program.
Each poster
illustrates a
literacy-rich
environment

for children.
The scenes include
a toddler classroom, a preschool
classroom, and a family child
care home. Each poster includes
suggested activities to support
children’s literacy learning.

The posters can be purchased

at NAEYC’s online store
(www.naeyc.org) or through

their 2003 fall catalog.

RIF, Borders, and the NBA

Give Gift of Reading

RIF teamed up with Borders
Books & Music and the NBA
over the holiday season to share
the joy of reading with children
across the country. Through the
Borders’ “Gift of Reading” holiday
book drive, Borders’ customers
contributed children’s books

at the time of purchase. Borders
then distributed the books

to designated literacy programs
across the country.

Help Prevent
Summer
Learning
Loss

Coca-Cola
Bottlers Are
Local Champs

Region by Region

Learn about RIF coordinators who have been
making a difference
for decades.

Display Your
Posters and Win

Find Volunteers
for Your Program
at www.rif.org

Celebrate
National
Volunteer
Week
This
April




Dear Friends,

Spring is here, and it’s time
to thank the volunteers who
have made your RIF site

a success during the year.

| encourage each RIF site

to take advantage of National
Volunteer Week (April 18—24)
to honor your volunteers.
You could acknowledge their
hard work by placing an article
in a local paper listing their
names and telling of their
dedication. You could host
a “thank you” reception or
send a “thank you” card made
by a child to each volunteer.

No matter how you choose
to recognize your volunteers,
it’s important to tell them,
“You are incredible! You're
helping to build a nation
of readers through the work
you do for RIE”

You’'ll find great tips for
recognizing volunteers in
the 2004 Volunteer of the Year
Awards booklet that was sent
to coordinators in December.
A copy of the booklet is also
available at www.rif.org.

On another note, this
spring also brings a RIF
Exchange episode produced
entirely in Spanish for parents.
Scheduled to air May 19 at
6:30 p.m. ET, this show is
an excellent opportunity for
your RIF program to reach out
to your Latino communities.

Fifty percent of our nation’s
fourth-grade Latino students
read below grade level. As
literacy advocates, we must
explore ways to improve this
statistic. | hope you will be
able to add this show to your
existing resources or use it
as a starting point to develop
a plan to address this problem
in your community.

My sincere thanks to each
of you for the belief you have
in our nation’s children and
the work you do to make
the promise come alive!

Happy Reading!

Lo
W

Carol H. Rasco
RIF President and CEO
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PRACTICAL TIPS FOR RIF PROGRAMS

Help Prevent Summer Learning Loss

t happens every summer. Children forget math and reading
skills they worked hard to acquire during the school year,

and then have to work even harder to catch up in the fall.

On average, they lose one to three months of learning during
the summer, according to a study by Dr. Harris Cooper, professor
of psychology at the University of Missouri-Columbia.

You can help prevent this “summer slide”—even if your
RIF program does not run during the summer months.
Here’s how.

Drive the message home.

Educate parents. Let them know that children who read
during the summer are more likely to maintain and even
improve reading skills.

Show parents how they can help.

Invite parents to attend a workshop at your RIF site.
Consider inviting the librarian from your local public
library to attend, or host the workshop at the public library.

If you host the workshop at the library, use the oppor-
tunity to discuss the importance of reading over the summer
and to familiarize parents with the library. Tell them how
their children (and they) can sign up for a library card.
They can even sign up for a card after the workshop,
since they will be at the library! Let them know the library’s
hours of operation, what types of books are available,
whether there is computer or Internet access, and the
specific summer programs the library offers—which
could include reading clubs or story times.

Share techniques for reading with children such
as pointing to words as they read them, reading aloud
with inflection, talking about the cover and pictures,
and encouraging children to ask questions about the story.
Visit www.rif.org/parents for more tips.

Also, provide alternatives for parents who may not
be comfortable reading to their children. For example, many
books are available on tape or CD at your library and
local or online booksellers. Parents and children can listen
together. Book buddies are another option. Older siblings,
neighbors, or friends may enjoy reading with children
for 15 minutes each day. Or parents can just listen as their
children read (or pretend to read) to them.

Look beyond the library.
Weekly trips to the library or reading books on an assigned

summer reading list may not be every child’s idea of fun.

So let parents know about the hundreds of other fun ways
to infuse reading into their daily lives.

Parents can create literacy experiences at home, on the
bus, at swim team practice, on family vacations, at summer
camp, and anywhere else. Words are everywhere!

Road signs, license plates, street signs, billboards,
and maps offer great opportunities for playing word games
or letter hunts. Writing letters to family, sending email
to friends, or keeping a travel journal are all activities
that let children document their summer adventures
and improve their writing skills. Menus, food labels,
and cereal boxes are filled with words kids can read
while they munch on their favorite foods. Even keeping

score at a baseball game or swim meet gives children
an opportunity to read. For more creative family activities,
visit www.rif.org/summer.

Information to go.

Create a packet of information to distribute at your

workshop or send home with children. Consider printing

the packets on brightly colored paper or stuffing them
in eye-catching envelopes so parents are more likely

to notice them. We suggest you include:

* A Community Calendar of Family-Friendly Events:
List free and inexpensive activities scheduled at your
local library, museums, historical sites, parks, zoos,
nature centers, or shopping centers. Some activities may
include puppet shows, story hours, theater performances,
outdoor concerts, sporting events, and food festivals.

Summer Reading Tips: This can be a single page
with activities specific to the events you've included
on your Community Calendar. Or you can simply print
out the articles, tips, booklists, and other information
available at www.rif.org/summer.

* A List of Resources: Print lists available at
ww.rif.org/summer, or create your own list of books,
websites, contact information for your RIF program
and library, and anything else families will find useful.

RIF AND VERIZON LINK UP FOR SUMMER READING

For the second year in a row, Verizon will sponsor a Summer
Reading Journey for kids across the country. As many as
30,000 children at summer RIF programs will receive materials
to promote summer reading, including maps with reading
activities and prizes. Parents and educators of these children
will receive resources with tips and ideas to encourage reading.
Non-RIF kids and parents can also participate in online contests
and activities beginning July 1. More details will be announced
in the next Read All About It.
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PROGRAMS AT YOUR SERVICE

Northeast Region Southeast Region Central Region Western Region Northwest Region State and Regional National Book Program Special Literacy RIF/Coca-Cola

CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, FL, GA, KY, MD, NC, OH, AL AR, IL, IN, LA, MS, AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, 1A, MI, MN, MT, ND, Initiatives Cynthia Phillips, manager Programs Partnership

PA, RI, VT SC, TN, VA, WV MO, OK, TX KS, NE, NV, N\, UT, 0R, SD, WA, WI, WY initiatives@rif.org cphillips@rif.org Pamela Bender, manager Sara Horwitz Meier,
northeastteam@rif.org southeastteam@rif.org centralteam@rif.org Guam, Puerto Rico, northwvestteam@rif.org 202-673-15651 202-673-1629 specialliteracy@rif.org project manager
202-673-1549 202-673-1535 202-673-1550 U.S. Virgin Islands 202-673-1544 202-673-1528 smeier@rif.org

westernteam@rif.org 202-673-1522

202-673-1520

RIF Read All About It 2004



Coca-Cola Bottlers Are Champs
in Their Communities

ver 150,000 free books have been distributed
to kids across the country, thanks to Coca-

Coca bottler employees such as Patty
Villenave of Capitol Heights, Md., who

volunteered to participate in the Local Champions
Program. Through this initiative, a key element

of the partnership between RIF and The Coca-Cola
Company, Villenave and her staff were able to treat
a RIF program in Greenbelt, Md., to a special event

and hundreds of free books.

“The Local Champions Program is an opportunity to establish
a working relationship between RIF and Coca-Cola at the local
level,” says Sara Meier, Project Manager for the RIF/Coca-Cola
Partnership. “The best part is the children involved get to take
part in fun literacy activities and an extra book distribution.”

When bottlers agree to be Local Champions, they start
by holding a literacy event that involves RIF kids and provides
them with free books. Events can be as elaborate as bringing
children to a minor league baseball stadium and having
the players read aloud to the children, or as simple as
arranging to have Coca-Cola employees read aloud to children
in their classroom.

RIF supplies books for each event, thanks to generous
donations from several of RIF’s publishing partners:

Students at Springhill Lake Elementary school in Greenbelt, Md., choose
their new books carefully, as they participate in an event sponsored

by a local Coca-Cola bottler.

Scholastic Inc., Simon & Schuster, Sports Illustrated for Kids,
TOR Books, and Big Tent Entertainment.

“What’s special about this program,” Meier says, “is that
RIF coordinators serve as a resource, providing the bottler
with expertise (and the children, of course). It is the bottler’s
responsibility to plan, staff, and run the event.”

Villenave held her event in the library at Springhill Lake
Elementary School, in Greenbelt. She encouraged children
to attend dressed as their favorite storybook character.

“l really wanted to keep this event within the community,”
she says. “So | invited high school students and staff from
our distribution center to participate. | knew it would be
really exciting for kids to interact with people they don’t
normally see or talk to.”

Whether the event is elaborate or simple, the result is
the same: Coca-Cola bottlers make a difference in the lives
of the children in their community. “It humbles you to know
that you really can make such a big difference,” Villenave
says. “Being able to be part of that puts everything back
into perspective.”

Coca-Cola bottlers receive information about the Local
Champions Program through The Coca-Cola Company.
If they are interested in participating, they contact RIF’s
national office, which then matches them with local

RIF program sites.

RIF Exchange

Read to Achieve Shines at NBA All-Star 2004

Focuses on Parents

here are only three RIF

Exchange episodes remaining

this season. All three were

created specifically for parents
to help them learn ways to foster
their child’s literacy development
in preparation for school success.
Tune in on March 24, April 21,
and May 19 at 6:30 p.m. ET.

MARCH 24

Show 504—Literacy: A Parent Primer,
Part I: Preschool

Reading to your infant or showing
your toddler letters on food labels while
grocery shopping are just two of the many
ways you can help build a foundation
for reading. Created for parents, part
one of this two-part program explores
practical ways adults can support and
foster children’s literacy development
before the children enter kindergarten.

Show 503 —Writing Matters: Children

as Authors (rebroadcast)

Writing is an essential part of a child’s
literacy development. Explore ways
educators and parents can encourage
children to put their thoughts on paper
and express themselves through written
words. Spark a child’s creativity by
“putting the power of a pen in her hands.”

APRIL 21

Show 5o5—Literacy: A Parent Primer,
Part Il: School-Age Children

When parents take an active role in their
child’s education, at school and at home,
great things happen. Part two of this
two-part program offers parents practical
tips and strategies to enhance their
children’s language and literacy growth
and school success.

Show 504 (rebroadcast)
(See description under March 24.)

MAY 19

Show 506 —Literacy: A Parent Primer,
Pre-school (Spanish)

Produced entirely in Spanish in collab-
oration with prominent Latino groups,
the show will explore practical ways
Latino parents and other significant
adults can support and foster the
literacy development of their children
before they enter school.

Show 505 (rebroadcast)
(See description
under April 21)

nce again, RIF joined the NBA family and celebrities

to promote Read to Achieve—the NBA’s league-wide

literacy initiative—during the week of NBA All-Star
2004 in February in Los Angeles. From a star-studded,
televised concert and celebrity read-alouds, to a series of
community outreach events, the NBA pulled out all the
stops to raise awareness about the importance of reading.

of the festival were treated to a host
of celebrity read-alouds, access to
a computer station where they played
interactive reading games on the RIF/
RTA CD-ROM, and a visit with Riffington,
RIF’s motivational icon. Volunteers
from the L.A. area RIF programs
were also on hand to work
with the NBA and RIF
national staff in encour-
aging kids and adults
to join in the reading
festivities.
Launched in 2001,
Read to Achieve is
the NBA’s year-round
league-wide initiative
that promotes the value
of reading and online literacy
and encourages families and
adults to read regularly with young
children. For more information about
Read to Achieve, visit the “In the
Community” section of the NBA
website at www.nba.com/community.

In the days leading up to the NBA
All-Star 2004 game, the NBA family
was off the court and out in the L.A.
community highlighting the many
outreach projects and efforts
to promote children’s literacy.

The activities included
Jr. NBA and WNBA
basketball and book
clinics; a reading
caravan that
brought books
and celebrity
readers to
children at two
schools and a
hospital; and the
opening of a reading
and learning center filled
with new books and computers

at the Boys and Girls Club of Los Angeles.

Basketball fans were able to participate
in Read to Achieve activities at the Jam
Session sports festival that was held for
six days at the L.A. Convention Center.
Visitors to the Read to Achieve area

RIF Read All About It 2004



In for the Long Haul:

Six Coordinators Talk About

Their Decades of RIF Experience

he old saying, “Time flies when you’re having
fun,” rings true for many RIF coordinators,
especially the ones who have been running
RIF for years. How else can you explain their
long-term commitment to their RIF programs?

RIF Coordinator Jane Hartnett (right) and volunteer Linda
Bergeron guide children in their book selection at a spring
distribution in Center Ossipee, N.H.

Many of these coordinators brought RIF to their communities and have continued running or participating in it over the years. Whether

it’s 10, 24, or even 27 years, they have demonstrated extraordinary dedication by giving their time and energy to bring the joy of reading

to thousands of children. These coordinators are some of the best in the field and are wonderful examples of volunteers making a difference

in their communities. Read on...

N ORTHWEST

Thousands of Kids, 24 Years, and Counting
“l have the best job in the world!” says Karen DeYoung, RIF Coordinator

of the Grand Rapids Public Schools RIF Program in Grand Rapids, Mich.

And it’s her love for the job—buying books and meeting people in the community—
that keeps her going. Since taking over as coordinator in 1988, DeYoung has
witnessed the tremendous growth in the number of children the program reaches
and the impact it has on the community.

The program began in 1977 as an inner-city school project that served third-
to fifth-grade children; the early program ran distributions out of a “RIF book
mobile.” Today, the Grand Rapids Public Schools RIF program has a different look.
It is an area-wide program that serves preschool through sixth-grade children
in 47 elementary schools and seven preschools, reaching 15,000 children.

The Grand Rapids Public Schools RIF program has also developed enormous
community support. For over 24 years, DeYoung has collected memories from
personal stories and thank you letters from children, parents, and volunteers.

In one such letter, a child expressed his joy at having
collected 18 books through RIF.

WESTERN

All In the Family

For the past 20 years, the Monroe Elementary School
RIF program in Monroe, Utah, has been a true “family
endeavor.” Mother-daughter school librarians Shirlene
Utley and Kelly Gleave bring excitement each year to
the lives of the school’s 500 children through the gift of free books.

Utley coordinated the program for 17 years before handing it down to her
daughter in 2001. The transition was a natural one because Gleave has been
helping her mother with the program since its first distribution.

Utley becomes teary-eyed when speaking of Gleave’s dedication to these
children, whose families are often struggling and who otherwise wouldn’t own
books. Knowing that the children look forward to RIF days, Gleave always tries
to organize activities that they’ll remember.

At a recent distribution, a local doctor, lawyer, baker, and dentist read aloud,
talked about how reading contributed to their success, and signed the children’s
bookplates. Now the children see these positive reading role models in their
daily lives, in their own communities.

CENT

Weather or Not
Gloria Lang, the RIF coordinator since 1994 at Swinney Elementary School in

Lawton, Okla., knows to expect the unexpected when holding a RIF distribution.

So when Mother Nature was not on her side a few years ago, she did not fret.

Lang had planned an outdoor book distribution with a summer theme. But
when a cold snap hit, she had to slightly alter her plans. Instead of catching
rays on beach blankets, students and staff used the blankets to keep warm
while they read their “cool” new books.

N ORTHEAST

Coordinator Creates Tighter-Knit Community

RIF Coordinator Jane Hartnett has become a self-described “RIF grandmother”
of the Ossipee Central and Effingham Schools in Center Ossipee, N.H. Since
volunteering in 1980 and taking over coordinator duties in 1986, Hartnett has seen
the program grow stronger and gain community support.

The program began in 1980 after one of the schools’ Reading Specialists read
about RIF in a professional publication, and—as Hartnett remembers—felt that
it would fulfill “the need at these two rural schools to connect children and their
extended families with books.” The community embraced the idea of bringing
RIF to the schools and quickly supported it.

Now, each spring, the community holds an Annual Storybook Character Parade.
Students and staff dress as their favorite storybook characters and march up
the main street in Center Ossipee alongside townspeople and cheering crowds.
The parade culminates with all participants returning to the school for a “Read-In”
and ice cream. Hartnett compares the impact that the RIF program has on their
community to “the proverbial pebble in the pond,”
because “we are never sure where the ripples end.”

S O UTHEA AST

Still Crazy (About RIF) After 29 Years

RIF Coordinator Elinor Ross has been a part of RIF
in Cookeville, Tenn., since 1974. That’s when she and
a graduate student from Tennessee Tech University—
where Ross taught Reading and Children’s Literature
for 31 years—first started the program under the sponsorship of the American
Association of University Women.

The RIF program began with one fifth-grade classroom in a single elementary school;
it now reaches nine schools and serves nearly 4,000 children. “The first year was one
of the most memorable because of the novelty,” Ross says. “We had to experiment
with everything, but it was new and exciting.”

The RIF program, which is now sponsored by the Tennessee Tech Council of the
International Reading Association, is no longer a novelty for Ross, especially since
she has been a part of it for 29 years. But the enthusiasm still exists for her
and the entire community. “I can sense the excitement when I’'m in the schools
on RIF day,” she says. “Volunteers are busy setting up things, and the children
can hardly wait until it’s their turn to choose books. You can feel the anticipation!”

R AL

Rain or shine, Lang and her committed team of volunteers continue to “think
that RIF is a terrific program well worth whatever it takes to make it work.”
And alumni of Swinney Elementary are proof that it is working. They continue
to visit Lang and tell her they still own all the RIF books they received over the
years. “That means a lot to me since | tell them the books are theirs to keep
and read and take care of,” Lang said.
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RIF Sites Display Posters to Win Prizes

indow shoppers in Goodland, Kan.,
saw more than the traditional holiday
display in the front window of a local
department store this winter: They
saw the artwork of children who participated
in this year’s RIF National Poster Contest.

[

The RIF site in Goodland is just one of many
that have taken the opportunity to participate in
the newest RIF contest—the RIF National Poster
Contest Display, sponsored by Nestlé USA.

This year, RIF sites are encouraged
to show off their children’s artwork in locations
around the community. By submitting to RIF’s
national office a photograph of 10 or more
displayed posters, your RIF site is eligible to win
$250 to buy books for your site. There will
be two winners in each RIF region, and the
more displays you host, the greater your chances
of winning.

“The children were enthusiastic and proud
to see their posters in such a public place,”
said Karen Colip, RIF coordinator in Goodland.
“The posters attracted the attention of passersby,
and brought people into the stores to ask about
RIF, in addition to shopping!”

Shopping centers are not the only places
RIF sites are displaying posters. Bookstores,
grocery stores, and daycare centers across
the country have graciously opened their doors
to RIF programs and their posters.

For Kathy Evans, a RIF coordinator in
Sterling, Alaska, the local Senior Center was
the perfect place for the children’s artwork.
“The Poster Contest, and now the Poster Display
Contest, are wonderful ways for us to share our
love of reading with the community,” Evans said.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!

There’s still time to publicly display the artwork
from your site’s poster contest. Entries must
be postmarked by April 2. Visit the Events
and Contests section at www.rif.org/what
for more details.

The RIF site in Sterling, Alaska, shares its posters with the young and young at heart,
displaying the artwork at a local Head Start program (pictured above) and Senior Center.

Reading Is Key to Success
for Florida Teen

Letaisia Thompson always aims high.
The 16-year-old from Orlando, Fla., decided
to enter the RIF Poster Contest after winning
another art competition sponsored by her
school. Her RIF entry,
an elaborate drawing
of a girl reading a
colorfully illustrated
book, reflects remarkable attention to detail—a
personality trait Letaisia hopes to use someday
as a surgeon. “I’'m good at observing the little
things,” she says. “I'm good at being precise.”

Reading is also a passion for Letaisia,
who knows it is an important life and career
skill that will give her the advantage she
needs to succeed. She voraciously reads
books, anxious to learn how the story will end. And although
she likes to read alone most of the time, you just might find her
volunteering to read aloud in the classroom. Her favorite book
is The Child Called It by David Pelzer.

As first runner-up, Letaisia will receive a $500 U.S. Savings Bond
and a $150 gift card to buy books. Her school, the Beta Center,
will receive a $300 gift card to purchase books for its RIF program.

Letaisia Thompson,
2004 RIF National Poster
Contest, first runner-up

Young Artist Creates Poster
Better Than He Imagined

Hayden Hanscom’s design for his poster
was in his head all along. When his teacher
announced the RIF Poster Contest, the
fourth-grader from Marco Island, Fla., pictured
a brightly colored image of a boy reading

a book that had dragons coming out of it.
But when he put his ideas down on paper,
they didn’t come out quite the way he had
planned—they came out better. “I messed up the part where the kid’s
hair is sticking up, but | decided that looked better,” he says.

A straight-A student, Hayden keeps himself busy with many
after-school activities, including skateboarding, football, basketball,
baseball, street hockey, and skim boarding. But he always makes
time for reading, and especially likes mysteries and suspense stories.
He often retreats to his room to catch up on his reading. True to his
interest in outdoor activities, Hayden’s favorite book is Skateboard
Tough, by Matt Christopher.

As second runner-up, Hayden
will receive a $250 U.S. Savings Bond
and a $100 gift card to buy books.
His school, Tommy Barfield Elementary,
will receive a $200 gift card to purchase
books for the RIF program.

Hayden Hanscom,
2004 RIF National Poster
Contest, second runner-up

2004 RIF National Poster Contest Winners

National Winner
Rebecca Galloway
Warwick Neck ES
Warwick, R.I.

First Runner Up
Letaisia Thompson
Beta Center
Orlando, Fla.

Second Runner Up
Hayden Hanscom
Tommy Barfield ES
Marco Island, Fla.

Honorable Mentions
Widya Adidharma

Laramie Central Council RIF
Laramie, Wyo.

Brenda Almanza
East San José ES
Albuguerque, N.M.

Ariana Arampatzis
Aberdeen School
District 6-1, CCL
Aberdeen, S.0.

Valeria Arana
Carvin School
Carolina, Puerto Rico

Raul Barrigan
McClellan School
Chicago, IIl.

Veronica Bates
North ES
Ovid, Mich.

Joseph Bixby

Roseau Public School
Elementary Book Board
Roseau, Minn.

Dylan Bozic
Ladd ES
Wayneshoro, Va.

Anna Burbage
Judge Haynes ES
Portland, Ind.

Dylan Carlson
Enfield Village School
Enfield, N.H.

Kaitlyn Coleman
Pioneer ES
Quincy, Wash.

Jennifer Ciotta
Smithtown ES
Smithtown, N.Y.

Michelle Cueroni
Barbieri School
Framingham, Mass.

Virginia Dedman
Ganado Unified School District
Ganado, Ariz.

Morgan Doyle
Penn Wood ES
West Chester, Pa.

Courtney Farnsworth
Junior Aux of Rogers-
Bentonville
Bentonville, Ark.

Carmine Finelli
Montrose ES RIF
Montrose, Mich.

Amanda Fountain
Jefferson ES
Kingsport, Tenn.

Travis Hoover
Salford Hills ES
Harleysville, Pa.

Meredith Hudson
Mary C. House ES
West Chester, Pa.

Troy” Janek Reed
Reed J.L. Frazier Primary School
Natchez, Miss.

Joshua Joh-Jung

South Orangetown Community
Elementary Schools

Blauvelt, N.Y.

Mi Rim Kim

Haviland ES PTA

Waterford, Mich.

Nastalgia Maignan

Palm Beach County Literary
Coalition, Village Academy
Delray Beach, Fla.

Saul Martinez
Mountain View ES
Rio Rico, Ariz.

Sam Mead
Midway ES
Kingston, Tenn.

Stephanie Melby
Sunset ES
Whitehall, Wis.

Joseph Mettler
May Overby ES
Aberdeen, S.D.

Lauren Mottershead
Upper Freehold ES/MS
Allentown, N.J.

Thalyann Olivo
PS630
Ozone Park, N.Y.

Jennifer Patricelli
Jeanette MicKee ES
Jeanett, Pa.

Leslie Patterson
Trinity East ES
Washington, Pa.

Grace Perdue
Crete ES
Crete, Neb.

Jason Perez
PS 660
Richmond Hill, N.Y.

Cynthia Quintanilla
Buckner Elementary
Pharr, Texas

Stephanie Ramos
Carmen Elementary Library
San Juan, Texas

Erin Ruth
Red Mountain High Club RIF
Mesa, Ariz.

Dorian Rudolph.
Caritas Peace Academy
Louisville, Ky.

Shelby Schaefer
Juan Linn Magnet School
Victoria, Texas

Micayla Skonie
Malta ES
Malta, Il

Megan Stinski
Weyauwega ES
Weyauwega, Wis.

Kendall Stutler
Bath ES
Bath, Mich.

Alyssa Toth
East Bradford School
West Chester, Pa.

Ashley Villarreal
Clover ES
San Juan, Texas

Bridget Voltz
Hillside ES
West Chester, Pa.

Tristan Warden
Nutter Fort Primary
Nutter Fort, W.Va.

Kyle Wineinger
Dimmich School
LaSalle, lIl.

Brooke Wolff
Fairmont ES
Johnson City, Tenn.

Megan Wonderly
Cape Flatterly
Clallam Bay, Wash.

Patrick Yang
Oakwood ES
Hickory, N.C.

2004 RIF National Poster Contest Judges

Henry Cole
Award-winning children’s
author/illustrator
Washington, D.C.

Margaret Evans

Assistant Executive Director,
Community and Students
Services, National Association
of Elementary School Principals
Alexandria, Va.

Zoya Gorelik

Exhibit Designer

Capital Children’s Museum
Washington, D.C.

Rick Heffner

President, Creative Director
Fuszion Collaborative
Alexandria, Va.

Rita Henderson
Manager, Educational
Programs Nestlé USA
Glendale, Calif.

Jinhee Lee

Senior Project Associate
Early Childhood and Family
Education, Council of Chief
State School Officers
Washington, D.C.

Bettye Smith

Children’s Librarian
District of Columbia Public
Library System, Member
2004 Caldecott Award
Selection Committee
Washington, D.C.

Roberto Rodriguez

Senior Education Advisor
Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions,
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.

RIF Read All About It

2004

414 100yag Alejuswialg [eaus] 0oy

41y Aleyuawag Buijialg :01oyy



Parents Can Learn from Lions

Theo, Cleo, Leona, and Lionel, the Between the
Lions® characters that have helped kids learn to read
since the program’s premiere in 2000, are now
the basis for a new parent resource: The Between
the Lions Book for Parents (HarperCollins, 2004).
Written by Linda Rath, the show’s Curriculum
Director, and Louise Kennedy, Boston Globe reporter,
the book provides practical tips for helping children
become successful, enthusiastic readers. Drawing from
the latest reading research, the book identifies what
children should achieve each year, how parents can
help kids meet those goals, and how to determine
if they are having difficulties mastering skills.

Out-of-School Programs
Affect Achievement

Summer and after-school programs have a small
but statistically significant impact on student
achievement in reading and mathematics, according
to a study released by the Mid-continent Research
for Education Learning. The research report,
“The Effectiveness of Out-Of-School-Time Strategies
in Assisting Low-Achieving Students in Reading
and Mathematics,” is a quantitative analysis

of 56 studies of out-of-school-time (OST) programs;
it concludes that students who participate in OST
programs see an increase of 4 percentile points in
their achievement test scores. While this gain may
not seem impressive, these results were achieved
even when the OST program did not focus on
academics. The study found students in elementary
grades are more likely than older students to
improve in reading as a result of OST strategies,
and that OST programs that incorporate one-on-one
tutoring for low-achieving or at-risk students have
strong positive effects on reading achievement.
More information about this study can be found at
ww.mcrel.org/topics/productDetail.asp?productID=151.

Use Your Community’s
Voice to Promote
Children’s Literacy

You can make a big difference at a national
level, too. By communicating directly with your
elected representatives, you not only influence
the types of legislation introduced, but you also
might have an impact on the level of funding
and support that a community program receives.

There are a number of ways you can reach
out to members of the U.S. Senate or House
of Representatives—by letter, email, phone,
fax, or personal visit. Whatever your method of
communication, here are a few ways to increase
your message’s effectiveness.

Contact the correct member of Congress.
Visit the website for the House of Representatives
(www.house.gov) or the Senate (www.senate.gov)
to confirm the names of your senators and repre-
sentatives. Congressional offices are more likely
to respond to your communication
if you are a constituent.

Be specific. Early in your communication,
identify the program name (i.e. Reading Is
Fundamental and the Inexpensive Book
Distribution Program) or the topic (i.e. education
or literacy). By clearly identifying your issue,
you allow for quicker routing to the appropriate
staff person and a quicker response.

When writing: Use your own words, not
form letters; be concise, clear, and courteous;
tell stories that will help your elected representative
understand why the issue or program is important
to your community; thank your representative
or senator; and always include your full name
and address. Thank-you letters written by children,
addressed to the representative or senator, are very
persuasive and are encouraged.

IF coordinators like you advocate for children
every day. By providing young people with
books they can choose, keep, and love, and
by organizing activities that encourage
children to read, you are making a difference
in their lives and in your local community.

Due to the recent ricin scare in the Senate, mail
delivery is seriously delayed. Calls, faxes, or emails
are preferred until this security alert is over.

When calling: If your representative or senator
is unavailable, ask for the legislative director or the
legislative assistant in charge of the area of interest
to you (i.e. legislative assistant for education).
The staff members in each congressional office are
very influential and should be treated accordingly.

“The most important
political office is that
of the private citizen.”

— Louis D. Brandeis

Invite your representative or senator to an
event. If the event is in the home state, call the
local or district office and ask for the in-state
scheduler. If you want to visit your elected official
in Washington, D.C., call the scheduler there.
Before issuing an invitation or asking for an
appointment, check the House and Senate
websites to confirm when Congress is in session.

When visiting: Always be on time (although
it is possible that your representative or senator
will run late); graciously meet with the staff person
if your senator or representative is unavailable;
expect to meet for only 10-15 minutes; always
leave materials behind; and send a thank-you
note after the meeting.

For more information and tips, visit
www.rif.org/coordinators/community (click
on “Grassroots Action Center”), or contact
Vania Leveille, RIF Government Relations
Officer, at 202-673-1620 or vleveille@rif.org.

Celebrate the Joy of Reading
During RIF Week

eading is enlightening. Reading is inspirational.
R Most of all, reading is FUN! That will be the

message of RIF’s weeklong celebration Reading
Is Fun Week (May 16-23). During the week, RIF will
run a national campaign to promote the importance
of literacy and recognize the joy derived from reading.

As always, all RIF programs are invited (but not

required) to celebrate RIF Week. RIF programs that
choose to participate are granted the flexibility they
need to celebrate the joy of reading in a way that best
meets the needs of their community. Look for a week’s
worth of activities for kids of all ages and more on
www.rif.org in early March.

rif.org

Find Volunteers at www.rif.org

IF’s new Online Volunteer Center makes it easier than ever for RIF coordinators to post volunteer
opportunities, and for community members to find those opportunities.
RIF coordinators can recruit volunteers through the password-protected Coordinators’
section of www.rif.org. Once coordinators are logged in, they can post opportunities by visiting
the Volunteer Management page in the My RIF Program section. Coordinators can also choose to post their
contact information so potential volunteers can call or email them directly, or they can opt to have volunteers

contact them through the website.

Anyone who would like to volunteer his time to a RIF program can visit the Volunteer page in the How
You Can Help section. With a quick visit online, potential volunteers can browse all opportunities—organized
by state—and see if there is a need in their hometown or region.

& RIF ReadAll Aboutit MAR/APR 2004



\ )

Use Poetry to Build
Community Partnerships

o

his April, share the rhyme, rhythm, and fun

B
ZONE>

of National Poetry Month (NPM) with your community.

Exploring poetry helps build children’s literacy
skills, and creates opportunities—opportunities to
increase awareness about your RIF program, build
community partnerships, raise funds, get community
members involved in literacy activities, thank
volunteers, and provide children with experiences
that will boost their confidence. Here are a few
ways to celebrate NPM with your community.

Poetry Placemats

Have children write poems about RIF or their
favorite storybook characters on large sheets
of paper. On the back of each decorated poster,
attach a letter with information about RIF and how
people can get involved in your program. Laminate
each poster, and ask a neighborhood restaurant to
use them as placemats during the month of April.

Gift of Poetry

Have children write thank-you poems to RIF
volunteers. Decorate or wrap each poem and give
it to a community member who volunteered this
year. (This is also a nice way to recognize volunteers
during National Volunteer Week, April 18-24.)

Poetry Contest

Ask a bookstore or other retailer to sponsor

a poetry contest for kids. Stores can donate gift
certificates as prizes, or winners can participate
in a poetry reading at the store.

Rhyming Bookmarks

Ask kids to write short poems on strips of cardboard,
and then decorate them. Laminate the strips if
possible, and arrange to have them distributed at
the public library or a bookstore (with a purchase).

Publish an Anthology

Organize a poetry contest, in collaboration with your
local newspaper, bookstore, or school paper. First
prize could be to have the poem printed in the paper,
or posted at the bookstore. All winning entries,
including honorable mentions, could be included in
an anthology produced by the sponsoring publisher,
with a copy given to each contributing child, and
copies given to local school and public libraries.

WRITING POETRY

Kids sometimes have trouble getting started
writing poems. Look for fresh idea-starters
on www.gigglepoetry.com—including fill-in-the-
blank poems, and help writing nursery rhymes,
limericks, and list poems. Look for lively tips
for writing (or teaching) poetry provided by
Jack Prelutsky, Karla Kuskin, and Jean Marzollo
on www.teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/
poetry/index.htm. And check out www.rif.org/
educators/articles/poetry.mspx for more
poetry resources including activities, booklists,
information about poetry slams, and tips for
exploring nursery rhymes and poetry with kids.

Poetry Café

Hold a “poetry slam” (a performance competition
for writers and readers of poetry), a poetry reading,
or a discussion group in a local coffee shop or
restaurant. Or transform a room at your RIF site
into a café and invite members of the community
to attend and participate in the event.

National Poetry Month,
celebrated in April,

is sponsored by the
Academy of American
Poets. For more
information, visit

www.poets.org.

Leslie Patterson, age 11,
Washington, Pa.

2004 RIF National Poster
Contest Honorable Mention

Let’s Celebrate Volunteers!

ast year, 450,000 individuals donated their
time, talents, and energy at more than
25,000 RIF sites across the country. Serving

Sites should also
recognize their nominee
for the 2004 Anne

On the Books

The following major donors generously supported children’s
and family literacy by contributing at least $10,000 to RIF
in November-December 2003.

as guest readers, raising funds, or dressing up
as storybook characters to engage early readers,
RIF volunteers do it all. That’s why it’s important
to let them know how much you appreciate their
contributions. And there’s no better time to applaud
their efforts than during National Volunteer Week.
National Volunteer Week (April 18-24) is an annual
celebration of volunteerism. Whether it’s with a formal
recognition reception, a small party after a RIF distri-
bution, or a thank you letter and certificate, all RIF
sites are encouraged to acknowledge their volunteers.

Richardson RIF Volunteer
of the Year Awards
(VOYA), presented by
Nestlé USA. (The five
regional winners of
the 2004 VOYA will
be announced during
National Volunteer Week
on www.rif.org.)

Join in this national celebration and look
for great ways to recognize your volunteers in

the 2004 VOYA booklet, available at www.rif.org.
Certificate templates, volunteer decals, and other

Nestlé USA: $125,000

American Honda Foundation: $100,000

ARAMARK Charitable Fund: $75,000
The Freed Foundation: $25,000
Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC: $25,000

National Basketball Association; $25,000

Educate America Workplace

Entertainment Publications: $21,731
Nestlé USA Employee Giving: $18,127
American Express

Employee Giving: $15,464
Armstrong, MacIntyre

& Severns, Inc.: $15,000
Keebler Company: $10,000

. Giving Federation: $22.425
I resources are also available (contact Seung Yu
I H at syu@rif.org for more information).
Produced bimonthly by Reading Is Fundamental, Inc., Read All READING IS FUNDAMENTAL READ ALL ABOUT IT Have an idea to share with the editorial staff?
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How to give to RIF:

If you or someone you know would like
to make a donation to support RIF’s work,
please visit www.rif.org, or send a check
or money order payable to:

Reading Is Fundamental, Inc.

Donations Processing

1825 Connecticut Avenue, N.W, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20009
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