
Take A Summer 

READING JOURNEY
USE ALL YOUR SENSES WHILE YOU READ, AND DISCOVER THE SIGHTS,

SOUNDS, SCENTS, TASTES, AND TEXTURES OF SUMMER.Research shows that children can lose skills they acquire during
the school year if they stop learning over the summer months.

You can help prevent this learning loss by encouraging children to read all summer long. Children who read 
throughout the summer actually gain skills and can start the new school year with a better understanding of language 
and the world around them. 

Reading is more than just words on a page. It’s an experience. Help kids experience the joy of reading this summer 
by encouraging them to use all their senses. Almost everything you do presents an opportunity not only for kids 
to read, but also taste, touch, see, smell, or listen. Here are a few activities you can do together that can involve 
reading and discovering the senses:

Visit the all-new www.rif.org just in time for summer!

RIF’s online Summer Reading Guide offers a wealth of resources
to help you encourage kids to read during summer months.
Go to www.rif.org/summer and discover:

• How to Choose Good Books 

• Tips for Reading Aloud 

• Summer-themed Booklists 

• Reading Activity Ideas

• Research on Summer 
Learning Loss 

• Interactive Reading 
Games for Kids 

• Internet Links
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• Visit parks, zoos, and nature centers.
Read the maps and guides together. Read signs and descriptions
posted throughout the facility, too.Visit the library afterward 
and check out books on favorite animals and field guides to help
identify wildlife in your area.

• Check out local arts.
Watch and listen to stock theater, puppet shows, and outdoor
concerts. Read more about the artists/musicians and their craft,
online or at the library.

• Discover new foods.
Local food festivals offer opportunities to sample summer 
flavors. Check out cookbooks from the library, and create 
masterpieces of your own.

• Go to museums, science 
centers, and historical sites.
Many have extended summer hours, special exhibits,
and hands-on activities for children. Read pamphlets,
maps, and exhibit descriptions. Borrow library books 
on exhibit topics that piqued your child’s interest.

• Read on your trip.
If you are traveling, involve children in 
the planning. Read about the trip together 
and highlight your route on a map. If you’re 
driving, read road signs and billboards, and 
listen to music along the way. If you’re flying 
or taking a bus or train, read the signs,
pamphlets, and magazines available onboard.

Reading Is Fundamental, Inc.
prepares and motivates children 
to read by delivering free books
and literacy resources to those

children and families who need them most. To learn
more, visit www.rif.org or call toll free 1-877-RIF-READ.

Through its signature program,
Verizon Reads, and the Verizon
Literacy Network, Verizon works 

to increase community and corporate awareness, raise
funds, encourage collaboration among literacy providers,
and engage employees in supporting literacy programs.
For more information, visit www.verizonreads.net 
or call 1-877-483-READ.

Scholastic
Entertainment’s

award-winning animated science-adventure series 
for kids starring Lily Tomlin as the irrepressible Ms.
FrizzleTM airs on both TLC and Discovery Kids. For
more information, visit scholastic.com/magicschoolbus

SCHOLASTIC, THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS, MS. FRIZZLE and logos
are trademarks of Scholastic Inc. © 2003 Scholastic Inc. Based 
on The Magic School Bus book series © Joanna Cole and Bruce
Degen. All rights reserved.

MAKE AN INSECT MAP
Ms. FrizzleTM loves to discover insects.
And summer is a great time to look for them.
They are crawling in grass and dirt, hiding under
rocks, and resting on leaves.They are buzzing
over flowers and chirping all night long. Create 
an insect map showing what each insect looks 
like and where you found it.

WHAT YOU NEED:
★ Paper
★ Crayons, markers, or colored pencils
★ A place to explore (backyard, front yard, sidewalk,

park, playground, or other place where insects may be)

WHAT YOU DO:
★ Take paper and crayons (markers, or pencils) 

to the place you chose.
★ Draw a picture of the place.This will be your map.
★ Search for insects.
★ When you find an insect, draw it on your map in 

the place you found it. Example: If you find a worm 
in the mud, draw it on the mud in your map. Label 
the insect (if you know what it is called).

AFTER YOU FINISH:
★ Share your map with a friend. See if he or she can find

the same insects you discovered in the same places.
★ Choose an insect from your map. Pretend you are that

insect and try to look at the world from its point of view.
Draw a picture of the park, playground, backyard, etc.,
the way the insect might see it.

★ Read about the creatures you discovered.Visit the RIF
Reading Planet on www.rif.org for books about insects,
flowers, mammals, and more.

As Ms. Frizzle says,

“Get out there and explore!”

Take A Summer Reading Journey
GROWN-UPS C A N  H E L P  K I D S  L E A R N  A L L  S U M M E R  L O N G .

RAINY DAYS

“____________________,” went the thunder.

“____________________,” went the rain.

“____________________,” said the bee,who wondered 
when the sun would come out again.

“____________________,” said the bird,who wanted 
to soar in the sky.

“____________________,” said the squirrel,who wished 
he could climb up high.

“____________________,” said the cricket,from under a stone.

“____________________,” said the frog,who sat 
on a Lilly pad alone.

“____________________,” said the bunny,who longed to run.

“____________________,” said the turtle,who was ready 
for some fun.

The turtle crawled slowly,over rocks and mud.
He climbed up high,next to a flowering bud.

“Come on,everybody,” the turtle said with a shout.
“The rain is no reason to be sad and pout.”

One by one,the animals and insects came out to play.
And soon the dark clouds flew away.
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taste
Riffington loves
the fresh flavors
of summer–

sweet corn on the cob,juicy watermelon,spicy
chilis,tangy nectarines,cool lemonade.And don’t
forget ice cream! Here’s a recipe for Riffington’s
favorite sundae.

MAKE THIS SUMMER SUNDAE 
OR FIND A COOKBOOK AND 

CREATE ANOTHER TREAT.

Makes 1 Sundae

WHAT YOU NEED:

Bowl

Spoon

Scoop of ice cream 

(your favorite flavor)

Handful of blueberries 

2 Strawberries

Banana

Whipped topping (optional)

WHAT YOU DO:

1.Peel and slice the banana.

2.Rinse the blueberries and 

strawberries in cold water.

3.Pat the berries dry with a paper towel.

4.Slice one strawberry 

(leave the other one whole).

5.Scoop the ice cream into the bowl.

6.Cover the ice cream with whipped

topping,if you choose.

7.Sprinkle the blueberries over 

the ice cream.

8.Fill in the spaces with banana 

and strawberry slices.

9.Top your sundae with a strawberry.

10.Enjoy!

RED,WHITE 

& BLUE SUNDAE 

listen
Shhh! 
What do
you hear?

Bees buzzing,balls bouncing,a neighbor singing.
You can tune into all kinds of sounds,even in 
the quietest summer places.

FILL IN THE BLANKS TO CREATE
A POEM OF SUMMER SOUNDS.

USE THE SOUNDS IN THE WORD
BANK,OR CHOOSE WORDS OF
YOUR OWN.THEN READ THE
POEM ALOUD TO A FRIEND.

WORD BANK

bang,boom,buzz,caw,chirp,clomp,crackle,
crash,croak,crunch,pitter-patter,scratch,
screech,sniffle,slish-slosh,squish,squeak,

swish,tap-tap,thump,tweet

look
Look at a tree.What do you see? 
A trunk,branches,and leaves.Take a few
steps closer.Now,what do you see? A bird’s

nest,a piece of fruit,or maybe a squirrel running across a branch.
Move even closer.Do you see different patterns and colors in the
tree’s bark? Can you see insects moving? Look up into the tree.Look
down at the ground around the tree.Remember to look closely.

MAKE AN EXPLORER’S JOURNAL TO 
RECORD THINGS THAT CATCH YOUR EYE.

• Carry a notebookeverywhere you go.Sketch
things you see—a toothy-edged leaf,an insect with
unusual markings,a funny-looking building.

• Label the picture.Name what you have drawn
or describe it (size,shape,color,etc.).

• Describewhere you found it.

• Write downany questions you have.What would
like to know more about? 

• Take your Explorer’s Journalto the library
throughout the summer.Go back to each discovery
in your notebook and see what more you wanted
to learn.There are lots of books,magazine articles,
encyclopedia entries,and Web sites on the subject.
Ask a librarian or an adult if you need help.

touch
What textures 
and temperatures 
do you associate 

with summer—a warm breeze on your face,or a cold 
ice cube on your tongue?

COMPLETE THE CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DIFFERENT 

SUMMER SENSATIONS.

Across

2A cool place to take a dip.

4A splintery park seat.

5What ice is made of.

6Green blades that tickle your feet.

Down

1A big stone.

2A fuzzy fruit,with a name the same as its color.

3A cold,creamy treat.

5A silky spider home.

7The beach floor is filled with this.

[Answers: Across 2. pool 4. bench 5. water 6. grass;
Down 1. rock 2. peach 3. ice cream 5. web 7. sand] 

smell 
Your nose can tell 
when summer is here.
The smell of hot dogs on the grill 

or of fish frying make your mouth water.Fresh cut grass tickles your nose.
Chlorine lets you know you’re near the pool.

UNSCRAMBLE THE WORDS TO LEARN MORE 
SCENTS THAT FILL THE SUMMER AIR.

1. NRAI________________________(HINT:wet skies)

2. NOLME________________________(HINT:treat with rinds)

3. WKROSIRFE________________________(HINT:sparkle showers)

4. FWOREL________________________(HINT:summer bloom)

5. OOLP________________________(HINT:place to swim)

6. RREYB________________________(HINT:small fruit)

7. COAEN________________________(HINT:salty pool)

8. MATOTO________________________(HINT:type of sauce)
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[Answers: 1. rain 2. melon 3. fireworks 4. flower 5. pool 6. berry 7. ocean 8. tomato]

Where did books 

take you this summer?

DRAW IT HERE.
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Take A Summer 

READING JOURNEY USE ALL YOUR SENSES WHILE YOU READ,AND DISCOVER THE SIGHTS,
SOUNDS,SCENTS,TASTES,AND TEXTURES OF SUMMER. Research shows that children can lose skills they acquire during

the school year if they stop learning over the summer months.

You can help prevent this learning loss by encouraging children to read all summer long.Children who read 
throughout the summer actually gain skills and can start the new school year with a better understanding of language 
and the world around them. 

Reading is more than just words on a page. It’s an experience.Help kids experience the joy of reading this summer 
by encouraging them to use all their senses. Almost everything you do presents an opportunity not only for kids 
to read, but also taste, touch, see, smell, or listen. Here are a few activities you can do together that can involve 
reading and discovering the senses:

Visit the all-new www.rif.org just in time for summer!

RIF’s online Summer Reading Guide offers a wealth of resources
to help you encourage kids to read during summer months.
Go to www.rif.org/summerand discover:

•How to Choose Good Books 

•Tips for Reading Aloud 

•Summer-themed Booklists 

•Reading Activity Ideas

•Research on Summer 
Learning Loss 

•Interactive Reading 
Games for Kids 

•Internet Links
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•Visit parks, zoos, and nature centers.
Read the maps and guides together.Read signs and descriptions
posted throughout the facility,too.Visit the library afterward 
and check out books on favorite animals and field guides to help
identify wildlife in your area.

•Check out local arts.
Watch and listen to stock theater,puppet shows,and outdoor
concerts.Read more about the artists/musicians and their craft,
online or at the library.

•Discover new foods.
Local food festivals offer opportunities to sample summer 
flavors.Check out cookbooks from the library,and create 
masterpieces of your own.

•Go to museums, science 
centers, and historical sites.
Many have extended summer hours,special exhibits,
and hands-on activities for children.Read pamphlets,
maps,and exhibit descriptions.Borrow library books 
on exhibit topics that piqued your child’s interest.

•Read on your trip.
If you are traveling,involve children in 
the planning.Read about the trip together 
and highlight your route on a map.If you’re 
driving,read road signs and billboards,and 
listen to music along the way.If you’re flying 
or taking a bus or train,read the signs,
pamphlets,and magazines available onboard.

Reading Is Fundamental,Inc.
prepares and motivates children 
to read by delivering free books
and literacy resources to those

children and families who need them most. To learn
more,visit www.rif.org or call toll free 1-877-RIF-READ.

Through its signature program,
Verizon Reads, and the Verizon
Literacy Network, Verizon works 

to increase community and corporate awareness, raise
funds, encourage collaboration among literacy providers,
and engage employees in supporting literacy programs.
For more information, visit www.verizonreads.net 
or call 1-877-483-READ.

Scholastic
Entertainment’s

award-winning animated science-adventure series 
for kids starring Lily Tomlin as the irrepressible Ms.
Frizzle

TM
airs on both TLC and Discovery Kids. For

more information, visit scholastic.com/magicschoolbus

SCHOLASTIC, THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS, MS. FRIZZLE and logos
are trademarks of Scholastic Inc. © 2003 Scholastic Inc. Based 
on The Magic School Bus book series © Joanna Cole and Bruce
Degen. All rights reserved.

MAKE AN INSECT MAP
Ms.Frizzle

TM
loves to discover insects.

And summer is a great time to look for them.
They are crawling in grass and dirt,hiding under
rocks,and resting on leaves.They are buzzing
over flowers and chirping all night long.Create 
an insect map showing what each insect looks 
like and where you found it.

WHAT YOU NEED:
★Paper
★Crayons,markers,or colored pencils
★A place to explore (backyard,front yard,sidewalk,

park,playground,or other place where insects may be)

WHAT YOU DO:
★Take paper and crayons (markers,or pencils) 

to the place you chose.
★Draw a picture of the place.This will be your map.
★Search for insects.
★When you find an insect,draw it on your map in 

the place you found it.Example:If you find a worm 
in the mud,draw it on the mud in your map.Label 
the insect (if you know what it is called).

AFTER YOU FINISH:
★Share your map with a friend.See if he or she can find

the same insects you discovered in the same places.
★Choose an insect from your map.Pretend you are that

insect and try to look at the world from its point of view.
Draw a picture of the park,playground,backyard,etc.,
the way the insect might see it.

★Read about the creatures you discovered.Visit the RIF
Reading Planet on www.rif.org for books about insects,
flowers,mammals,and more.

As Ms.Frizzle says,

“Get out there and explore!”

Take ASummerReading Journey
GROWN-UPSCAN HELP KIDS LEARN ALL SUMMER LONG.

RAINY DAYS

“____________________,” went the thunder.

“____________________,” went the rain.

“____________________,” said the bee, who wondered 
when the sun would come out again.

“____________________,” said the bird, who wanted 
to soar in the sky.

“____________________,” said the squirrel, who wished 
he could climb up high.

“____________________,” said the cricket, from under a stone.

“____________________,” said the frog, who sat 
on a Lilly pad alone.

“____________________,” said the bunny, who longed to run.

“____________________,” said the turtle, who was ready 
for some fun.

The turtle crawled slowly, over rocks and mud.
He climbed up high, next to a flowering bud.

“Come on, everybody,” the turtle said with a shout.
“The rain is no reason to be sad and pout.”

One by one, the animals and insects came out to play.
And soon the dark clouds flew away.
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taste Riffington loves
the fresh flavors
of summer–

sweet corn on the cob, juicy watermelon, spicy
chilis, tangy nectarines, cool lemonade. And don’t
forget ice cream! Here’s a recipe for Riffington’s
favorite sundae.

MAKE THIS SUMMER SUNDAE 
OR FIND A COOKBOOK AND 

CREATE ANOTHER TREAT.

Makes 1 Sundae

WHAT YOU NEED:

Bowl

Spoon

Scoop of ice cream 

(your favorite flavor)

Handful of blueberries 

2 Strawberries

Banana

Whipped topping (optional)

WHAT YOU DO:

1. Peel and slice the banana.

2. Rinse the blueberries and 

strawberries in cold water.

3. Pat the berries dry with a paper towel.

4. Slice one strawberry 

(leave the other one whole).

5. Scoop the ice cream into the bowl.

6. Cover the ice cream with whipped

topping, if you choose.

7. Sprinkle the blueberries over 

the ice cream.

8. Fill in the spaces with banana 

and strawberry slices.

9. Top your sundae with a strawberry.

10. Enjoy!

RED, WHITE 

& BLUE SUNDAE 

listen Shhh! 
What do
you hear?

Bees buzzing, balls bouncing, a neighbor singing.
You can tune into all kinds of sounds, even in 
the quietest summer places.

FILL IN THE BLANKS TO CREATE
A POEM OF SUMMER SOUNDS.

USE THE SOUNDS IN THE WORD
BANK, OR CHOOSE WORDS OF
YOUR OWN. THEN READ THE
POEM ALOUD TO A FRIEND.

W O R D  B A N K

bang, boom, buzz, caw, chirp, clomp, crackle,
crash, croak, crunch, pitter-patter, scratch,
screech, sniffle, slish-slosh, squish, squeak,

swish, tap-tap, thump, tweet

look Look at a tree. What do you see? 
A trunk, branches, and leaves.Take a few
steps closer. Now, what do you see? A bird’s

nest, a piece of fruit, or maybe a squirrel running across a branch.
Move even closer. Do you see different patterns and colors in the
tree’s bark? Can you see insects moving? Look up into the tree. Look
down at the ground around the tree. Remember to look closely.

MAKE AN EXPLORER’S JOURNAL TO 
RECORD THINGS THAT CATCH YOUR EYE.

• Carry a notebook everywhere you go. Sketch
things you see—a toothy-edged leaf, an insect with
unusual markings, a funny-looking building.

• Label the picture. Name what you have drawn
or describe it (size, shape, color, etc.).

• Describe where you found it.

• Write down any questions you have.What would
like to know more about? 

• Take your Explorer’s Journal to the library
throughout the summer. Go back to each discovery
in your notebook and see what more you wanted
to learn.There are lots of books, magazine articles,
encyclopedia entries, and Web sites on the subject.
Ask a librarian or an adult if you need help.

touch What textures 
and temperatures 
do you associate 

with summer—a warm breeze on your face, or a cold 
ice cube on your tongue?

COMPLETE THE CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DIFFERENT 

SUMMER SENSATIONS.

Across

2 A cool place to take a dip.

4 A splintery park seat.

5 What ice is made of.

6 Green blades that tickle your feet.

Down

1 A big stone.

2 A fuzzy fruit, with a name the same as its color.

3 A cold, creamy treat.

5 A silky spider home.

7 The beach floor is filled with this.

[Answers:Across 2.pool 4.bench 5.water 6.grass;
Down 1.rock 2.peach 3.ice cream 5.web 7.sand] 

smell Your nose can tell 
when summer is here.
The smell of hot dogs on the grill 

or of fish frying make your mouth water. Fresh cut grass tickles your nose.
Chlorine lets you know you’re near the pool.

UNSCRAMBLE THE WORDS TO LEARN MORE 
SCENTS THAT FILL THE SUMMER AIR.

1. NRAI ________________________ (HINT: wet skies)

2. NOLME ________________________ (HINT: treat with rinds)

3. WKROSIRFE ________________________ (HINT: sparkle showers)

4. FWOREL ________________________ (HINT: summer bloom)

5. OOLP ________________________ (HINT: place to swim)

6. RREYB ________________________ (HINT: small fruit)

7. COAEN ________________________ (HINT: salty pool)

8. MATOTO ________________________ (HINT: type of sauce)
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[Answers:1.rain 2.melon 3.fireworks 4.flower 5.pool 6.berry 7.ocean 8.tomato]

Where did books 

take you this summer?

DRAW IT HERE.
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Take A Summer 

READING JOURNEY USE ALL YOUR SENSES WHILE YOU READ,AND DISCOVER THE SIGHTS,
SOUNDS,SCENTS,TASTES,AND TEXTURES OF SUMMER. Research shows that children can lose skills they acquire during

the school year if they stop learning over the summer months.

You can help prevent this learning loss by encouraging children to read all summer long.Children who read 
throughout the summer actually gain skills and can start the new school year with a better understanding of language 
and the world around them. 

Reading is more than just words on a page. It’s an experience.Help kids experience the joy of reading this summer 
by encouraging them to use all their senses. Almost everything you do presents an opportunity not only for kids 
to read, but also taste, touch, see, smell, or listen. Here are a few activities you can do together that can involve 
reading and discovering the senses:

Visit the all-new www.rif.org just in time for summer!

RIF’s online Summer Reading Guide offers a wealth of resources
to help you encourage kids to read during summer months.
Go to www.rif.org/summerand discover:

•How to Choose Good Books 

•Tips for Reading Aloud 

•Summer-themed Booklists 

•Reading Activity Ideas

•Research on Summer 
Learning Loss 

•Interactive Reading 
Games for Kids 

•Internet Links
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•Visit parks, zoos, and nature centers.
Read the maps and guides together.Read signs and descriptions
posted throughout the facility,too.Visit the library afterward 
and check out books on favorite animals and field guides to help
identify wildlife in your area.

•Check out local arts.
Watch and listen to stock theater,puppet shows,and outdoor
concerts.Read more about the artists/musicians and their craft,
online or at the library.

•Discover new foods.
Local food festivals offer opportunities to sample summer 
flavors.Check out cookbooks from the library,and create 
masterpieces of your own.

•Go to museums, science 
centers, and historical sites.
Many have extended summer hours,special exhibits,
and hands-on activities for children.Read pamphlets,
maps,and exhibit descriptions.Borrow library books 
on exhibit topics that piqued your child’s interest.

•Read on your trip.
If you are traveling,involve children in 
the planning.Read about the trip together 
and highlight your route on a map.If you’re 
driving,read road signs and billboards,and 
listen to music along the way.If you’re flying 
or taking a bus or train,read the signs,
pamphlets,and magazines available onboard.

Reading Is Fundamental,Inc.
prepares and motivates children 
to read by delivering free books
and literacy resources to those

children and families who need them most. To learn
more,visit www.rif.org or call toll free 1-877-RIF-READ.

Through its signature program,
Verizon Reads, and the Verizon
Literacy Network, Verizon works 

to increase community and corporate awareness, raise
funds, encourage collaboration among literacy providers,
and engage employees in supporting literacy programs.
For more information, visit www.verizonreads.net 
or call 1-877-483-READ.

Scholastic
Entertainment’s

award-winning animated science-adventure series 
for kids starring Lily Tomlin as the irrepressible Ms.
Frizzle

TM
airs on both TLC and Discovery Kids. For

more information, visit scholastic.com/magicschoolbus

SCHOLASTIC, THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS, MS. FRIZZLE and logos
are trademarks of Scholastic Inc. © 2003 Scholastic Inc. Based 
on The Magic School Bus book series © Joanna Cole and Bruce
Degen. All rights reserved.

MAKE AN INSECT MAP
Ms.Frizzle

TM
loves to discover insects.

And summer is a great time to look for them.
They are crawling in grass and dirt,hiding under
rocks,and resting on leaves.They are buzzing
over flowers and chirping all night long.Create 
an insect map showing what each insect looks 
like and where you found it.

WHAT YOU NEED:
★Paper
★Crayons,markers,or colored pencils
★A place to explore (backyard,front yard,sidewalk,

park,playground,or other place where insects may be)

WHAT YOU DO:
★Take paper and crayons (markers,or pencils) 

to the place you chose.
★Draw a picture of the place.This will be your map.
★Search for insects.
★When you find an insect,draw it on your map in 

the place you found it.Example:If you find a worm 
in the mud,draw it on the mud in your map.Label 
the insect (if you know what it is called).

AFTER YOU FINISH:
★Share your map with a friend.See if he or she can find

the same insects you discovered in the same places.
★Choose an insect from your map.Pretend you are that

insect and try to look at the world from its point of view.
Draw a picture of the park,playground,backyard,etc.,
the way the insect might see it.

★Read about the creatures you discovered.Visit the RIF
Reading Planet on www.rif.org for books about insects,
flowers,mammals,and more.

As Ms.Frizzle says,

“Get out there and explore!”

Take ASummerReading Journey
GROWN-UPSCAN HELP KIDS LEARN ALL SUMMER LONG.

RAINY DAYS

“____________________,” went the thunder.

“____________________,” went the rain.

“____________________,” said the bee, who wondered 
when the sun would come out again.

“____________________,” said the bird, who wanted 
to soar in the sky.

“____________________,” said the squirrel, who wished 
he could climb up high.

“____________________,” said the cricket, from under a stone.

“____________________,” said the frog, who sat 
on a Lilly pad alone.

“____________________,” said the bunny, who longed to run.

“____________________,” said the turtle, who was ready 
for some fun.

The turtle crawled slowly, over rocks and mud.
He climbed up high, next to a flowering bud.

“Come on, everybody,” the turtle said with a shout.
“The rain is no reason to be sad and pout.”

One by one, the animals and insects came out to play.
And soon the dark clouds flew away.
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taste Riffington loves
the fresh flavors
of summer–

sweet corn on the cob, juicy watermelon, spicy
chilis, tangy nectarines, cool lemonade. And don’t
forget ice cream! Here’s a recipe for Riffington’s
favorite sundae.

MAKE THIS SUMMER SUNDAE 
OR FIND A COOKBOOK AND 

CREATE ANOTHER TREAT.

Makes 1 Sundae

WHAT YOU NEED:

Bowl

Spoon

Scoop of ice cream 

(your favorite flavor)

Handful of blueberries 

2 Strawberries

Banana

Whipped topping (optional)

WHAT YOU DO:

1. Peel and slice the banana.

2. Rinse the blueberries and 

strawberries in cold water.

3. Pat the berries dry with a paper towel.

4. Slice one strawberry 

(leave the other one whole).

5. Scoop the ice cream into the bowl.

6. Cover the ice cream with whipped

topping, if you choose.

7. Sprinkle the blueberries over 

the ice cream.

8. Fill in the spaces with banana 

and strawberry slices.

9. Top your sundae with a strawberry.

10. Enjoy!

RED, WHITE 

& BLUE SUNDAE 

listen Shhh! 
What do
you hear?

Bees buzzing, balls bouncing, a neighbor singing.
You can tune into all kinds of sounds, even in 
the quietest summer places.

FILL IN THE BLANKS TO CREATE
A POEM OF SUMMER SOUNDS.

USE THE SOUNDS IN THE WORD
BANK, OR CHOOSE WORDS OF
YOUR OWN. THEN READ THE
POEM ALOUD TO A FRIEND.

W O R D  B A N K

bang, boom, buzz, caw, chirp, clomp, crackle,
crash, croak, crunch, pitter-patter, scratch,
screech, sniffle, slish-slosh, squish, squeak,

swish, tap-tap, thump, tweet

look Look at a tree. What do you see? 
A trunk, branches, and leaves.Take a few
steps closer. Now, what do you see? A bird’s

nest, a piece of fruit, or maybe a squirrel running across a branch.
Move even closer. Do you see different patterns and colors in the
tree’s bark? Can you see insects moving? Look up into the tree. Look
down at the ground around the tree. Remember to look closely.

MAKE AN EXPLORER’S JOURNAL TO 
RECORD THINGS THAT CATCH YOUR EYE.

• Carry a notebook everywhere you go. Sketch
things you see—a toothy-edged leaf, an insect with
unusual markings, a funny-looking building.

• Label the picture. Name what you have drawn
or describe it (size, shape, color, etc.).

• Describe where you found it.

• Write down any questions you have.What would
like to know more about? 

• Take your Explorer’s Journal to the library
throughout the summer. Go back to each discovery
in your notebook and see what more you wanted
to learn.There are lots of books, magazine articles,
encyclopedia entries, and Web sites on the subject.
Ask a librarian or an adult if you need help.

touch What textures 
and temperatures 
do you associate 

with summer—a warm breeze on your face, or a cold 
ice cube on your tongue?

COMPLETE THE CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT DIFFERENT 

SUMMER SENSATIONS.

Across

2 A cool place to take a dip.

4 A splintery park seat.

5 What ice is made of.

6 Green blades that tickle your feet.

Down

1 A big stone.

2 A fuzzy fruit, with a name the same as its color.

3 A cold, creamy treat.

5 A silky spider home.

7 The beach floor is filled with this.

[Answers:Across 2.pool 4.bench 5.water 6.grass;
Down 1.rock 2.peach 3.ice cream 5.web 7.sand] 

smell Your nose can tell 
when summer is here.
The smell of hot dogs on the grill 

or of fish frying make your mouth water. Fresh cut grass tickles your nose.
Chlorine lets you know you’re near the pool.

UNSCRAMBLE THE WORDS TO LEARN MORE 
SCENTS THAT FILL THE SUMMER AIR.

1. NRAI ________________________ (HINT: wet skies)

2. NOLME ________________________ (HINT: treat with rinds)

3. WKROSIRFE ________________________ (HINT: sparkle showers)

4. FWOREL ________________________ (HINT: summer bloom)

5. OOLP ________________________ (HINT: place to swim)

6. RREYB ________________________ (HINT: small fruit)

7. COAEN ________________________ (HINT: salty pool)

8. MATOTO ________________________ (HINT: type of sauce)
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[Answers:1.rain 2.melon 3.fireworks 4.flower 5.pool 6.berry 7.ocean 8.tomato]

Where did books 

take you this summer?

DRAW IT HERE.
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DRAW  IT HERE.
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