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RIF Helps Affordable Housing  
Developer Build Libraries
RIF is committed to partnering with communities across the country to ensure 

every child can read. This year, RIF teamed up with B&B Urban, an affordable 

housing developer committed to supporting formerly homeless NYC families. RIF 

stocked three community libraries with more than 2,000 new high-quality books, 

providing hundreds of children and families with the tools and support they need to  

reach their full potential through the power of literacy.

Books on the Beach 
Long time RIF partner UGI Utilities supported more than 20,000 

children with over 62,000 books during the 2017-2018 school 

year. This summer, one of the UGI-funded community sites, 

Chief Shikellamy Elementary School, sailed into summer reading 

with their annual Books on the Beach extravaganza. Books on 

the Beach is a book celebration event in which students choose 

a book and head outside to read on beach towels on the lawn. 

The school began the event 

several years ago to make  

sure all students had a book  

to read before heading home 

for the summer.

RIF.org   |   1-877-RIF-READ



RIF and State Farm Create  
Impact in Baltimore 
Reading Is Fundamental teamed up with long-time literacy advocate 

State Farm to celebrate Library Card Sign-Up Month with students 

in Baltimore, MD. First graders at Govans Elementary School, 

Mount Royal Elementary School and Federal Hill Preparatory 

School received new books and supplementary reading resources, 

provided through the generosity of State Farm. Students at Govans 

Elementary also attended a reading celebration that included a 

read-aloud and a sing-along activity with a local librarian.

National Reading Coalition
On September 27, RIF convened a respected group of leaders 

for the first annual National Reading Coalition, an event focused 

on the relationship between childhood literacy and its impact on 

our nation’s workforce. America’s Promise Alliance, Discovery 

Education, Dollar General, Library of Congress, National Governors 

Association, National PTA, Pitney Bowes, PVH, Scholastic, UGI 

Utilities and the University of Illinois, Chicago joined RIF to address 

the issue, share best practices and provide insights that can be 

replicated to create meaningful change. RIF also honored three 

literacy advocates with its annual Champion of Children’s Literacy 

Award. The awards recognize the outstanding contributions of 

individuals who are committed to making a difference to improve 

children’s literacy. The 2018 honorees include Sonia Sotomayor, 

Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court, United States 

Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) and Lulu Delacre, children’s book 

author and illustrator. Both Justice Sotomayor and Lulu Delacre 

credit books as a springboard for their successful careers.

RIF Wins the Library of Congress 2018  
David M. Rubenstein Award
RIF is proud to receive the esteemed Library of Congress 2018 

David M. Rubenstein Prize which recognizes organizations making 

outstanding and measurable contributions toward increasing 

literacy levels. The Literacy Awards Program honors organizations 

doing exemplary, innovative and replicable work, and it spotlights 

the need to promote literacy and encourage reading.
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