
A RIF VOCABULARY SCAFFOLD

biology: field of  
science that studies 
things that are  
alive, like plants  
and animals

career: a job done 
for a long time

migrating birds:  
birds that move from 
one place to another 
at different times  
of the year

Model T: a type of 
car from the 1920’s

putrid: smelly, stinky, 
rotten-smelling

to pollute: to make 
something dirty, 
not safe to use

scholarship: money 
given by a school  
to help pay for a  
student to go there

stern-faced: not  
smiling, very serious 
look on someone’s 
face

tide pool: pools or 
puddles of water left 
on the beach by the 
ocean when the tide 
goes out

web of life: the idea 
that all plants and 
animals need each 
other to survive
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