
Learn more about Earth’s closest neighbor.

Explore  
the Moon

timeforkids.com

E D I T I O N  K –1F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3  ●  S P A C E  ●  V O L .  1 3  ●  N O .  1 3

K11216P1.indd   1K11216P1.indd   1 12/14/22   1:06 PM12/14/22   1:06 PM



The moon has eight 
phases.
The moon seems to change 
shape. Its shape depends on 
how it lines up with the Earth 
and sun. It gets its light from 
the sun. 

The moon is a large 
rock.
It is one-fourth the size 
of the Earth. The moon is 
covered with craters. Craters 
are formed when objects hit 
the moon’s surface.

Earth’s Moon

The moon orbits the Earth.
It takes 27 days for the moon to 
orbit, or travel around, Earth.  Its 
gravity pulls on Earth . This causes 
tides. Oceans have high tides 
and low tides each day. 
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Earth’s MoonEarth’s MoonEarth’s MoonEarth’s Moon
  The moon is Earth’s closest neighbor. Look up! You can see it in the 
night sky. Sometimes, you can see it during the day.
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Other planets have 
moons too. Some have 

many moons. This is 
Jupiter. It has 79 known 

moons. There are more than 
200 moons in the solar system. 

People explored 
the moon. 
 Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin (pictured) 
were the first  people 
on the moon. It took 
their spacecraft three 
days to get there.  
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Moon 
Missions
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Please recycle this magazine.

In 1969, people landed on the moon 
for the first time. The mission was 
part of the Apollo program. It was 
run by NASA. That is the United 
States space agency.  There were 
many Apollo missions.  Here are five  
of them. Would you like to explore 
the moon?
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This is the Apollo 11 lunar module. It is returning 

to the command module after landing on the 

moon. 

DECEMBER 1968

Apollo 8 orbits the 

moon. This was 

the fi rst manned 

mission to do so. 

It made 10 orbits.  

MAY 1969

Apollo 10 is a test 

run. Astronauts test 

everything needed 

for a moon landing. 

But they do not land.

DECEMBER 1972

Apollo 17 is the 

fi nal Apollo mission. 

It is the last time 

the U.S. sent people 

to the moon.

JULY 1969

Apollo 11 sends 

the fi rst astronauts 

to land on the 

moon. Two walk 

on its surface. 

NOVEMBER 1969

Apollo 12 is the 

second lunar landing. 

Data and samples 

are collected from 

the moon.

1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973
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