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Wilbur and Charlotte 

 

 One of the most famous pairs of friends in children’s books is Wilbur 

and Charlotte. Have you ever read about them? They are the main characters 

in E.B. White’s story called Charlotte’s Web. 

 Wilbur is a pig. A girl named Fern adopts him. Eventually he grows too 

big to live with Fern’s family. So he goes to live on a farm. 

 In his pen on the farm, Wilbur meets Charlotte. Charlotte is a spider. 

Some people think of spiders as scary or gross, but Charlotte is very kind.  

When Wilbur finds out that pigs usually become dinner, Charlotte tries 

to comfort him. She weaves words into her web to cheer him up. Wilbur says, 

“It is not often that someone comes along who is a true friend and a good 

writer.”  

Wilbur appreciates Charlotte’s kindness. And Charlotte appreciates 

Wilbur’s cheerfulness. They are both loyal and caring. 

Charlotte wants to help Wilbur feel better about his fate. But she also 

wants to save him. She continues to write words in her web to tell everyone 

how wonderful Wilbur is. She calls him four different things, including “some 

pig” and “terrific.” 
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 Does Charlotte’s plan work? Does Wilbur get eaten? What does 

Charlotte do next? If you want to find out what happens to these two friends, 

you’ll have to read the book! 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

750 First Street, NE, Suite 920, Washington, DC 20002  |  1 (877) 743-7323  |  RIF.org 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page has been intentionally left blank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

750 First Street, NE, Suite 920, Washington, DC 20002  |  1 (877) 743-7323  |  RIF.org 4 

 

NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. What is the name of the spider? 

a. Wilbur 

b. Fern  

c. Charlotte 

d. White 

 

2. What does Charlotte want to save Wilbur from? 

a. Becoming dinner 

b. Moving to the farm 

c. Winning a prize 

d. Outgrowing his pen 

 

3. How does Charlotte try to save Wilbur? 

a. By being kind 

b. By comforting him 

c. By telling him he’s “some pig” 

d. By weaving words into her web 

 

4. Which qualities describe BOTH Wilbur and Charlotte? 

a. Cheerful and loyal 

b. Loyal and caring 

c. Kind and caring 

d. Cheerful and kind 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. What is the name of the spider? 

a. Wilbur 

b. Fern  

c. Charlotte 

d. White 

2. What does Charlotte want to save Wilbur from? 

a. Becoming dinner 

b. Moving to the farm 

c. Winning a prize 

d. Outgrowing his pen 

3. How does Charlotte try to save Wilbur? 

a. By being kind 

b. By comforting him 

c. By telling him he’s “some pig” 

d. By weaving words into her web 

4. Which qualities describe BOTH Wilbur and Charlotte? 

a. Cheerful and loyal 

b. Loyal and caring 

c. Kind and caring 

d. Cheerful and kind 

 


