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How to Pick a Pet 

 

 Mr. Mack’s class was getting a pet. The students couldn’t wait. But what 

pet should they get? 

 Some kids wanted a rabbit. Others wanted a guinea pig. And some 

wanted a fish.  

 “Why don’t you decide for us, Mr. Mack?” asked Gabe. 

 “I want it to be fair,” said Mr. Mack. “I want everyone to have a say.” 

 The students started to yell out their choices. “Rabbit!” “Guinea pig!” 

“Fish!” It was so loud that no one could hear what Mr. Mack was saying. When 

they finally were quiet, they heard him. 

 “I don’t think this is the best way to solve the problem,” he said. They 

agreed. 

 Mr. Mack asked the students to think of other ways to solve the 

problem. 

 “We could ask the principal to choose,” suggested Grayson. 

 “We could get one of each!” said Taylor. 

 “How about we take a vote?” asked Jamilla. 

 “Great idea!” everyone shouted. 
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 Mr. Mack set up a box for their votes. He passed out small pieces of 

paper. Each student wrote the name of the pet they wanted on their paper. 

They folded the papers and put them in the box. 

 After everyone turned in their papers, Mr. Mack tallied the votes. There 

were ten papers that said rabbit. Twelve votes were for guinea pig. Five 

papers said fish. 

 “Guinea pig wins!” cheered the students.  

 The problem was solved. But now there was a new problem. “What 

should we name it?” asked Mr. Mack.  Time for another vote! 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. Which of the following is NOT one of the pets that the class was 

considering? 

a. Rabbit 

b. Fish 

c. Bird 

d. Guinea Pig 

 

2. Who suggested that they take a vote? 

a. Jamilla 

b. Taylor 

c. Grayson 

d. Gabe 

 

3. What does it mean to “have a say”? 

a. To have a turn to talk 

b. To speak loudly 

c. To write down what you want to say 

d. To contribute to a decision 

 

4. What is another word for “tallied”? 

a. Read 

b. Counted 

c. Ignored 

d. Erased 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. Which of the following is NOT one of the pets that the class was 

considering? 

a. Rabbit 

b. Fish 

c. Bird 

d. Guinea Pig 

2. Who suggested that they take a vote? 

a. Jamilla 

b. Taylor 

c. Grayson 

d. Gabe 

3. What does it mean to “have a say”? 

a. To have a turn to talk 

b. To speak loudly 

c. To write down what you want to say 

d. To contribute to a decision 

4. What is another word for “tallied”? 

a. Read 

b. Counted 

c. Ignored 

d. Erased 

 

 


