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READ ALOUD

Before Reading: Build Background
• Ask your child, "How do you communicate when you’re happy, sad, or need something? 

Can you share ways to express these feelings without using words?"

While Reading: Make Connection
• What are some ways Nathan’s classmates communicates without using words?
• Do you know someone who communicates differently than you? What can we learn from 

them?
• How can understanding different ways people communicate help us be better friends or 

classmates?

After Reading: Ask Questions
• Ask, “What did you learn from this book about the different ways people communicate?”

RELATED ACTIVITIES

If your child enjoyed this book, consider:
• Encourage them to talk about it during other conversations.
•      Let them explore more about the topic by reading other books with 
similar themes, structure, or content. For example: Communication is More 
Than Words

Themes: Emotions and Feelings
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Book Brief: Nathan quietly observes the many 
ways his classmates communicate, from signing 
to smiling, and learns that everyone has 
something to say. This beautifully illustrated 
story celebrates diverse forms of expression and 
highlights the importance of understanding and 
connection to build friendship and belonging.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/communication-more-words
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