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READ ALOUD

Before Reading: Build Background
•    Ask your child “Why do you think someone might need to create a secret language? Can 
you think of any situations where it would be useful? Let’s read to find out how Chester Nez’s 
secret language made a difference.”

While Reading: Make Connections
•   Why do you think the missionary told Betoli (Chester) he had to change his name, and how 
might that have made him feel?
•   How were Chester and his classmates treated at the boarding school, and what challenges 
did they face there?
•   What events inspired Chester to use his Navajo language to create a code during the war, 
and how did it help the US Marines achieve victory?

After Reading: Ask Questions
• How did Chester Nez persevere through the challenges he faced, and what character 

traits helped him succeed? How can his story inspire us to overcome difficulties in our 
own lives?

RELATED ACTIVITIES

If your child enjoyed this book, consider:
• Encourage them to talk about it during other conversations.
• Check out RIF’s Sustainable Futures center to learn more about sustainability with 

related books and resources.

Themes: Environment and Sustainability 
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Book Brief: Chester Nez, once pressured to 
abandon his Navajo roots, later used his native 
language to help America win World War II. As a 
Marine, he and other Navajo men created an 
unbreakable code, proving the vital importance of 
their heritage.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/sustainable-futures
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