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The Power of Her Pen

READ ALOUD GUIDE .
Themes: Activism, Black History Month, Civil Rights,

Discrimination, Journalism Author:
Lesa Cline-Ransome

Book Brief: Ethel Payne, known as the "First Lady of the

Black Press," was a fearless journalist who broke barriers lllustrator:
as the only Black female reporter in the White House John Parra e ";Ran,o,,
briefing room. Her dedication to truth and justice shined a John Parg;
light on important Civil Rights issues, earning her a legacy
as a powerful voice for equality.

BEFORE READING

The Cover: Have students make predictions about the story ~ Vocabulary: Frontload Tier 2 words using the accompanying

based on the cover. Vocabulary Guide.
The Pictures: Take a brief picture walk and ask students Purpose for Reading: “As we read today, see how Ethel
what they notice about Ethel. Payne because a groundbreaking journalist."

Prior Knowledge: Ask students, “What does a journalist do?"

DURING READING

Check for understanding & make connections:

* How did Ethel help the people in her community?
*  What did Ethel bring up at the White House Conference?

* How did Ethel earn the title "First Lady of the Blass Press?"

AFTER READING

Our Purpose: Ethel earned the title "First Lady of the Blass Press." Explain what Ethel stood for and what she reported.

Extending Our Thinking: Ethel reported on many famous Black activists. Using RIF’s Writing Template, have students
conduct research on a Black activist and write an entry just like Ethel.

If your students enjoyed this book...

* Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations.

o Martin Luther King. Jr. (Little People, BIG DREAMS) (2020)
o Harriet Tubman (Little People, BIG DREAMS) (2018)
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https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/writing-template
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/choosing-brave-how-mamie-till-mobley-and-emmett-till-sparked-civil-rights
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/martin-luther-king-jr-little-people-big-dreams
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/harriet-tubman-little-people-big-dreams
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/power-her-pen-vocabulary-guide
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