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Themes: Black History, Civil Rights, Education, Injustice, 
Resilience

Book Brief: When the Schools Shut Down  tells the true 
story of Yolanda Gladden and her community in Prince 
Edward County, Virginia, where schools were closed for 
five years to resist integration after the Brown vs. Board of 
Education decision. Through perseverance and unity, the 
community overcame this injustice, highlighting their fight 
for education and racial justice.

Author: 
Yolanda Gladden 
Dr. Tamara Pizzoli

Illustrator: 
Keisha Morris 

BEFORE READING

The Cover: Have students make predictions about the story 
based on the cover.

The Pictures: Take a brief picture walk and ask students 
what they notice about Yolanda.

Prior Knowledge: Ask students, “How would you feel if you 
couldn't go to the same school as your friends because of 
your skin color?"

DURING READING

Check for understanding & make connections:

• What happened on May 5, 1954? Why is this important?

• Compare and contrast the late 1940s and the early 1950s in Virginia. What does this tell you?

• Describe Yolanda's experience going to school. 

AFTER READING

Our Purpose: In 1964, the Civil Rights Act declared racial segregation in schools to be illegal. How did this affect Yolanda?

Extending Our Thinking: Using RIF’s Writing Template, have students create a timeline to highlight and summarize the 
important moments in American History. 

If your students enjoyed this book…

• Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations. 

• Let them explore more about the Civil Rights Movement.
o A Picture Book of Rosa Parks (1993)
o Let the Children March (2018)
o The Power of Her Pen (2020)

Vocabulary: Frontload Tier 2 words using the accompanying 
Vocabulary Guide.  

Purpose for Reading: “As we read today, pay attention to 
Yolanda's experience with going to school."
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