
©2025 Reading Is Fundamental

Word Student-friendly definition

arbor
when you sit or stand under a shady place made of trees or 

vines

barren when land or a place has little or no plants, life, or growth

bleak when something feels cold, empty, or hopeless

defy
when you refuse to follow rules or challenge something 

boldly

dissent when you disagree with an idea, rule, or opinion

embrace when you hug someone or accept an idea with warmth

haven
when you find a safe, comfortable place to rest or feel 

protected

innovate when you create new ideas or ways of doing things

massive when something is very large or heavy

menace when someone or something causes harm or is a danger

patience when you stay calm while waiting or dealing with difficulties

persevere when you keep trying, even when something is difficult
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