
A World of Cookies for Santa

READ ALOUD GUIDE

Themes: Christmas, Cultural Diversity, Sharing and 
Generosity

Book Brief: Explores the diverse treats left for Santa across 
the globe, from puto seko cookies in the Philippines to 
sweet potato cookies in Malawi. The book also includes 
recipes, inviting children to recreate these festive goodies 
at home.

Author: 
M.E. Furman

Illustrator: 
Susan Gal

BEFORE READING

The Cover: Have students make predictions about the story 
based on the cover.

The Pictures: Take a brief picture walk and ask students 
what they notice about the cookies.

Prior Knowledge: Ask students, “compare your family 
traditions with a friend what is the same what is different?"

DURING READING

Check for understanding & make connections:

• Which tradition leaves the most for Santa?

• Name the places where Santa enters through the window. Why?

AFTER READING

Our Purpose: The children all celebrate Christmas differently by leading a special treat. Name one way that is different that 
you and explain how they celebrate.

Extending Our Thinking: In this book we learned about many cultural traditions of celebrating Christmas. Using RIF’s Writing 
Template, have students compare and contrast two traditions. 

If your students enjoyed this book…

• Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations. 

• Let them explore more about Christmas
o Mr. Santa (2024)
o The Adventures of Bella and Harry: Christmas in New York City (2015)
o The First Christmas Night (2016)

Vocabulary: Frontload Tier 2 words using the accompanying 
Vocabulary Guide.  

Purpose for Reading: “As we read today, note how children 
celebrate Christmas with their own cultural traditions.“
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