
Curious George rests
here while he’s in the
hospital. 
Read the word. 

This animal is part of
a bedtime story that
keeps getting
interrupted.
Change the first sound.

Chrysanthemum
wrote her name with
an ink ___.
Change the first and
last sound. 

Nancy loves stylish
things and might wave
this dramatically. 
Change the first and vowel
sound. 

This helps the fish
swim in the ocean.
Change the vowel sound.

b e d

NAME DATE

Directions:
1. Start at the bottom and climb to the top.
2. Read the clues, then write the words.
3. To scaffold this activity, check out RIF’s Sound Spelling Cards

WORD LADDER
Short Vowels

This bright color helps
Waldo stand out.
Change the first sound.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/wheres-waldo
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/curious-george-goes-hospital
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/interrupting-chicken
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/chrysanthemum
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/fancy-nancy
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/rainbow-fish
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/ece/writing/spelling-cards


t oy

NAME DATE

Directions:
1. Start at the bottom and climb to the top.
2. Read the clues, then write the words.
3. To scaffold this activity, check out RIF’s Sound Spelling Cards

WORD LADDER
Long Vowels

Strega Nona does
this to pasta. 

Change the vowel to long
a with a silent e and the
last sound.

They protected the
water against the
black _____.

Change the first sound,
the vowel spelling of
/oy/ and add a sound
to the end. 

You ____cookies in
the oven.

Change the first
sound to a blend.

Change the first sound. 

 
Read the word. 

Change the vowel pattern
and last sound. 

Hot Dog and his
owner went here to
escape the city. 

Corduroy is a ___
bear.

The very hungry
caterpillar ate through
a cup____.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/ece/writing/spelling-cards
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/strega-nona
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/corduroy-sp
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Curious George rests
here while he’s in the
hospital. 
Read the word. 

This bright color helps
Waldo stand out.
Change the first sound.

This animal is part of
a bedtime story that
keeps getting
interrupted.
Change the first sound.

Chrysanthemum
wrote her name with
an ink ___.
Change the first and
last sound. 

Nancy loves stylish
things and might wave
this dramatically. 
Change the first and
vowel sound. 

This helps the fish
swim in the ocean.
Change the vowel sound.

WORD LADDER

ANSWER KEY PK - 2

Short Vowels

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/wheres-waldo
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/chrysanthemum
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/fancy-nancy
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/rainbow-fish
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/interrupting-chicken
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/curious-george-goes-hospital


Strega Nona does
this to pasta. 

Change the vowel to long
a with a silent e and the
last sound.

They protected the
water against the
black _____.

Change the first sound,
the vowel spelling of
/oy/ and add a sound
to the end. 

You ____cookies in
the oven.

Change the first sound
to a blend.

Change the first sound. 

 
Read the word. 

Change the vowel pattern
and last sound. 

Hot Dog and his
owner went here to
escape the city. 

Corduroy is a ___
bear.

The very hungry
caterpillar ate through
a cup____.

t oy

b oi l

b ea ch

b a

WORD LADDER

ANSWER KEY  3-5

ke

c a ke

Long Vowels

sn a ke

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/strega-nona
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/corduroy-sp

