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READ ALOUD

Before Reading: Build Background
• Ask, “What does a barber do as a job?”

While Reading: Make Connections
• Think about the banyan tree being an important part of the story.
• Think about the words clever and resourceful in terms of the barber.

After Reading: Ask Questions
• Ask, "What did you learn from the story about making changes and looking 

out for yourself, your family, your community?”
• Ask, “What did you learn about being clever and resourceful?”
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RELATED ACTIVITIES  

If your child enjoyed this book:
• Together, draw illustrations of the barber’s customers, the barber’s tools, the 

ghosts, the banyan tree, and the various “payments” the ghosts made to the 
barber. 

• Talk about the words clever and resourceful. Discuss how the barber was both.
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