COMPANION TO THE NEWBERY HONOR WINNER MEXIKID ,
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Mexikid Dreams: A Graphic Memoir
Why read this book?

Pedro spends his weekends and summers picking
strawberries with his family, but he dreams of a
different future filled with music, art, and new
possibilities. As he navigates family
responsibilities, growing up, and the challenges his
Mexican American family faces, Pedro begins to
better understand the sacrifices his parents and
grandparents made to create opportunities for
him. This heartfelt graphic memoir explores
identity, perseverance, family history, and the
importance of honoring your roots while following
your own path.

Great for readers who...

Enjoy graphic novels based on true stories and real-life experiences

Like stories about family, identity, and growing up

e Are interested in Mexican American culture, immigration, and family
history

Enjoy characters who dream big while learning to appreciate where

they come from

Like heartfelt, humorous stories about perseverance, creativity, and

finding your own path
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Looking for your next great read?
Check out all of the Read with RIF book club
picks at rif.org/literacy-central.
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Mexikid: A Graphic Memoir

Author: Pedro Martin

lHlustrator: Pedro Martin

Themes: Growth, Change, Identity, Family

Book Brief: In this graphic memoir, Pedro reflects on
family, hard work, and the experiences that shaped
his dreams for the future.
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BEFORE READING *

To activate schema, build background knowledge, and set a purpose.

e Ask, “Have you ever had to work hard to achieve something you wanted?
What kept you motivated?”

e Use RIF’'s KWL Chart to activate background knowledge and spark
curiosity.

e Purpose for Reading: “As you read, think about how Pedro’'s dreams
change and how his family, experiences, and heritage shape the choices
he makes.”

DURING READING

To engage students, check for understanding, and make connections.

* Why does Pedro want to leave the strawberry fields? What dreams does
he have for his future?

e How do Pedro's family members support and influence his goals?

e What challenges does Pedro face as he tries to create new opportunities
for himself?

e How does Pedro's understanding of his parents’ and abuelito’s
experiences change throughout the story?

¢ What does Pedro learn about hard work, sacrifice, and following his
dreams?

¢ How do humor and family relationships help Pedro through difficult
moments?

AFTER READING

To summarize, question, and reflect.

e Ask: ‘How does Pedro grow as a person by the end of the memoir? What
lesson or message do you think the author wanted readers to take
away?”

e Have students create a SMART goal based on one dream they have for
their future. Encourage students to reflect on how setting goals and
taking small, consistent steps can help turn big dreams into reality.

e Use the discussion questions on the next page to continue the
conversation after reading. Talk together, share personal connections,
and explore how the memoir's themes of family, identity, perseverance,

and opportunity relate to real life. .
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Beyond the Book:
Conversation Starters

For the classroom

1.How do Pedro’'s dreams for his future change
throughout the story? What experiences influence
his thinking?

2.What do Pedro’s parents and abuelito teach him
about perseverance, sacrifice, and creating
opportunities for future generations?

3.How do the illustrations help you better understand
Pedro's emotions, memories, and experiences?
Share an example from the book.

For at home

1.Talk about a dream or goal you have for the future.
What steps can you take now to help make it happen?

2.Pedro learns more about his family’'s story. Ask a
family member to share a memory from their
childhood or a challenge they overcame. What did you
learn from their story?

3.Discuss a time when someone in your family made a
sacrifice to help others. How did that act of kindness
or hard work make a difference?
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A Memory That Changed Me

Like Pedro, everyone has experiences that shape
who they become. Write a memoir about an
important moment in your life. Describe what
happened, how you felt, what you learned, and how
the experience changed you. Include sensory details
and reflections to help readers understand why this
memory is meaningful.
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SMART Goal Planner

Think about something you would like to accomplish. Use the SMART Goal
Planner to turn your dream into a plan. Write a goal that is Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-Bound.

Specific: What exactly do | want to accomplish? )
J
Measurable: How will I know | reached my goal? )
J

Achievable: What can | do to make this goal happen?

Relevant: Why is this goal important to me?

Time-Bound: When do | want to achieve this goal?
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My SMART goal:
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