
Amelia Bedelia and the Baby

BEFORE READING

The Cover: 

READ ALOUD

GUIDE 

 

Prior Knowledge: 

Themes:

Book Brief: 

Check for understanding & make connections:

Author(s): 

Illustrator(s): 

Think Aloud: “When I read
that Amelia Bedelia put the
baby 'back in the pen,' I first
picture a pen for writing, but
that can't be right. The story
and pictures tell me it means a
playpen. Amelia Bedelia only
thinks of one meaning, and
that mix-up is what makes it
funny.”

 

Extending Our Thinking: 

If your students enjoyed this book…

Vocabulary: 

Purpose for Reading: 
The Pictures: 

•
•

Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations. 

Let them explore more titles by Peggy Parish:

Amelia Bedelia (1963)

Thank You Amelia Bedelia (1993)

Amelia Bedelia Goes Camping (2003)

Our Purpose:

AFTER READING

DURING READING

©2026 Reading Is Fundamental

1981

                   Have students make predictions

about the story based on the cover. 

                     Frontload Tier 2 words using the

accompanying vocabulary guide.

               Caring for a baby, Doing your best, Following

directions, Misunderstandings and wordplay, Trying

something new

                   Amelia Bedelia babysits little Missy for the

first time. She follows every instruction on the list

exactly as written, which leads to one funny mix-up

after another.

Peggy Parish

 Lynn Sweat

                      Take a brief picture walk and explain

that Amelia Bedelia does exactly what the words

say. Tell children to watch for the silly results.

                              Ask students, “Have you ever

heard of a word that has more than one meaning,

like a pen you write with and a playpen for babies.”

                                    “As we read today,

notice how Amelia Bedelia takes words

literally, and figure out what those words

really mean.”

Why does Amelia Bedelia think babies "are kept in pens"? What
does that word really mean?
When the list says "give Missy a bottle," why does she stop? What
kind of bottle is she picturing?
What clues help Mrs. Carter figure out what Missy actually needs?
The list says "baby food." What does Amelia Bedelia make
instead, and why?
At the end, why do the Lanes change their minds about Amelia
Bedelia?

                       Amelia Bedelia takes words literally. What were some of the real meanings of some

items Amelia mixed up. 

                                          Have students use RIF’s Use this Concept Map before, during, and after

reading to deepen students' understanding of a concept, make connections, and build

comprehension. 

2026

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/amelia-bedelia
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/thank-you-amelia-bedelia
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/amelia-bedelia-goes-camping-i-can-read-level-2
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/08/03/1981_Amelia_Bedelia__and_the_baby_VocabularyGuide.pdf
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/concept-map
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