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If You Give A Mouse A Cookie
READ ALOUD

Themes: Cause and effect; Curiosity; Generosity; Author(s):
Imagination

Laura Numeroff

Book Brief: A boy gives a mouse a cookie, and one
request triggers the next in a growing chain. The final
page loops back to the opening, revealing the story's Felicia Bond
circular structure.

Illustrator(s):

BEFORE READING

The Cover: Have students make predictions based
on what do you see? What do you think the
mouse will do with the cookie?

Vocabulary: Frontload Tier 2 words using the
accompanying_vocabulary guide.

The Pictures: Take a brief picture walk and ask Purpose for Reading: “As we read today, let’s
students what they notice about mouse moves from follow how each thing the mouse wants leads
one activity to the next on each page. to the next thing.

Prior Knowledge: Ask students, “Share a time when
doing one thing led to needing to do another?”
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DURING READING

Check for understanding & make connections: Nt

Think Aloud: “When | read

« What does the mouse ask for right after he gets the cookie? ~ that the mouse wants a
straw right after the milk, |

e Why does looking in the mirror make the mouse want notice each new thing
scissors? connects to the one before
it. | predict every request
¢ What clues tell you the mouse might never stop asking? will lead to another, so I'll
track the chain as we

¢ How does the mouse feel when he sees the pictures in the
book?

AFTER READING

Our Purpose: How did each event lead to the next? How does the ending connect to the beginning?

read!”

Extending Our Thinking: Have students use RIF’s Use this Concept Map before, during, and after
reading to deepen students’ understanding of a concept, make connections, and build
comprehension.

If your students enjoyed this book...

* Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations.
e Let them explore more titles by Laura Numeroff:

e If You Take A Mouse To School (2002)
e If You Give a Pig_a Party (2005)

« Happy Valentine's Day, Mouse! (2011)
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https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/if-you-take-mouse-school
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/if-you-take-mouse-school
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/if-you-give-pig-party
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/if-you-give-pig-party
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/if-you-give-mouse-happy-valentines-day-mouse
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/02/13/1985If_You_Give_A_Mouse_A_Cookie_Vocabulary_Guide%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/concept-map
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