
The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs!

BEFORE READING
The Cover: 

READ ALOUD

GUIDE 

 

Prior Knowledge: 

Themes:

Book Brief: 

Check for understanding & make connections:

Author(s): 

Illustrator(s): 

Think Aloud: “I notice the
wolf keeps calling himself a
nice guy and blaming his
cold. When a narrator works
this hard to sound innocent,
I start asking what he's
leaving out. That's my clue
to read his story carefully
instead of just believing it,
he wants me on his side."

 

Extending Our Thinking: 

If your students enjoyed this book…

Vocabulary: 

Purpose for Reading: The Pictures: 

•
•

Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations. 

Let them explore more titles by Jon Scieszka:

The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales (1992)

Our Purpose:

AFTER READING

DURING READING
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1966

                   Show the cover. Point out that it's a

newspaper, Daily Wolf, "by A. Wolf." Ask children

who is telling this story, and whether a newspaper

always prints the truth.

                     Frontload Tier 2 words using the

accompanying vocabulary guide.

                Point of view, Truth and lies, Two sides to

every story

                   The Big Bad Wolf insists he was framed.

In his version, the whole disaster was just a bad cold,

a cup of sugar, and a couple of pigs who happened

to be "dead as a doornail" already.

Jon Scieszka

Lane Smith

                      Take a brief picture walk and point out

the whole book is printed over old newspaper pages. 

                              Ask students, “Can you retell the

original Three Little Pigs. Who is the hero? Who is

the villain?”

                                    “As we read today,

notice the point of view, how the wolf tells

the story his own way to change what we

believe.”

When the wolf says "Nobody knows the real story," what is he promising
you? What does he want you to believe about him?
What clues in the wolf's words make you wonder if he's telling the whole
truth?
Look at the "ham dinner" picture and the huge cheeseburger. What do the
pictures tell you that the wolf's words leave out?
The wolf says eating the pig was just not wasting "a perfectly good
dinner." How does he try to make that sound okay?
The wolf says he was "framed." Do the pictures and words give you
enough to agree with him?

                      We watched how one narrator can bend a story. If the pigs wrote their own newspaper,

what would the headline say? Whose version do you trust, and what evidence changed your mind?

                                          Have students use RIF’s What's My Character Thinking? to help students

deepen their understanding of how a character's thoughts affect their point of view.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/curious-george
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/curious-george
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/02/13/1989_True_Story_3_Little_Pigs_Vocabulary_Guide.pdf
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2023/03/08/FirstGrade-Activity-PRINTREADY.pdf
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