
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!

BEFORE READING
The Cover: 

READ ALOUD

GUIDE 

 

Prior Knowledge: 

Themes:

Book Brief: 

Check for understanding & make connections:

Author(s): 

Illustrator(s): 

Think Aloud: “When the pigeon
yells, 'I have dreams you know!'
I can tell he isn't just asking
anymore, he's really upset. I
know that feeling. Sometimes I
want something so much that I
get frustrated when the answer
is no. Let's watch his face on
this page to see just how big
his feelings have gotten.”

 

Extending Our Thinking: 

If your students enjoyed this book…

Vocabulary: 

Purpose for Reading: 
The Pictures: 

•
•

Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations. 

Let them explore more titles by Mo Williams:

The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog!(2004)

Don't Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late! (2006)

The Pigeon Needs a Bath! (2014)

Our Purpose:

AFTER READING

DURING READING
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                   Show the cover. Ask students what

the pigeon might be thinking. Read the title

together, what does it tell us the pigeon wants

to do, and who is being asked to stop him?

                     Frontload Tier 2 words using the

accompanying vocabulary guide.

                Big feelings; Following rules; Persistence;

Wants and limits

                   When the bus driver steps away, he asks the

reader to keep the pigeon from driving the bus. The

pigeon tries every tactic: asking politely, bargaining,

making excuses, and finally erupting while readers hold

the line and say no.

Mo Willems

Mo Willems

Take a brief picture walk and ask

students what they notice about the pigeon.

                              Ask students, “Have you ever

ridden a bus and who is allowed to drive it.?”

                                    “As we read today, let’s

pay attention to how the pigeon feels and

what he tries in order to get his way.”

What did the bus driver ask us to do before he left?

What is the first thing the pigeon tries? What does he

try next?

The pigeon says he'll be careful and offers five dollars.

What is he trying to get us to do?

How does the pigeon act when we keep saying no?

What clues in the picture show how he feels?

What finally makes the pigeon stop asking?

                      Name two different feelings the pigeon showed throughout the book and find the page

to support your answer. 

                                          Have students use RIF What's My Character Thinking?  to map the pigeon's

thoughts and feelings at the beginning, middle, and end of the story.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/pigeon-finds-hot-dog
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/pigeon-dont-let-pigeon-stay-late
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/pigeon-needs-bath
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/08/13/2004_Don%26%23039%3Bt_Let_the_Pigeon_Drive_the_Bus_Vocabulary_Guide.pdf%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/whats-my-character-thinking-graphic-organizer
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/material/whats-my-character-thinking-graphic-organizer
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