
 Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Chapter 1 Student-friendly definition
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meticuluous p.3

exasperate p. 4

restrain p. 4

concession p. 4

intrigue p. 4

admonish p. 4

disposition p. 4

when you are very careful and pay close attention to every
small detail

when you feel very annoyed and out of patience with someone
or something

when you hold someone or something back to keep it under
control

when you give in a little and allow something you did not fully
want to

when something is so interesting that it makes you curious to
know more

when you firmly but gently warn or correct someone for what
they did

interfere p. 5

troublesome p. 5

trudge p. 6

frail p. 8

when you have a natural mood or temperament that shapes
how you usually act

when you get involved in something that is not really your
business

when something keeps causing worry, difficulty, or problems

when you walk slowly and heavily because you are tired or
discouraged

when you are weak, thin, and easily hurt or broken

jaunty p. 8

undaunted p. 8

murmur p. 10

smug p. 10

when you move or act in a lively, confident, carefree way

when you stay brave and are not discouraged by difficulty or
danger

when you speak in a soft, low voice that is hard to hear

when you are so pleased with yourself that it shows in an
annoying way
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grim p.10

sparse p. 12

envelop p. 13

loom p. 15

dismal p. 15

audible p. 22

when you look or feel serious, harsh, and without any cheer

when a thing is spread thinly and only a small amount of it is
there

when something wraps all the way around you and covers you
completely

when something large appears close by in a way that feels
threatening

when something is gloomy, dreary, and depressing

scowl p. 23

grave p. 23

evident p. 24

furrow p. 24

when a sound is loud enough to be heard

when you frown in an angry or bad-tempered way

when you are very serious and solemn in a way that shows
something matters

when something is so clear that it is easy to see or notice

when you wrinkle your forehead because you are worried or
thinking hard

wary p. 31
when you are cautious and a little suspicious because you

sense possible danger

Chapter 2 Student-friendly definition

scoff p. 32
when you talk about something in a mocking way because you

think it is silly

Chapter 3 Student-friendly definition

resilient p. 42

surrender p. 42 when you stop fighting and give in to a stronger force

when you can recover quickly and bounce back after
something hard

indignant p. 24 when you feel angry because something seems unfair or wrong
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mastery p. 42

emit p. 43

seep p. 43

dutiful p. 43

glower p. 48

when you have complete control or great skill over something

when you send out something such as a sound, a smell, or light

when a liquid slowly leaks or spreads through small openings

when you do something because you feel it is your duty, even
when you would rather not

when you stare at someone with an angry, threatening look

dismay p. 50

hesitant p. 55

defiant p. 57

linger p. 58

when you feel sudden worry, disappointment, or distress

when you pause and hold back because you are unsure

when you boldly refuse to obey or give in to someone

when you stay somewhere longer than needed because you do
not want to leave

haughty p. 73

feign p. 74

falter p. 86

emphatic p. 93

solemn p. 99

retort p. 100

when you act proud and look down on others as if you are
better than them

when you pretend to have a feeling or condition that is not real

when you lose strength or confidence and begin to weaken or
stumble

when you say something in a strong, forceful way to show you
mean it

when you are very serious and quiet in a way that shows deep
feeling

when you reply quickly and sharply, often in anger
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sprawl p. 104

reluctant p. 109

sullen p. 113

amble p. 113

when something spreads out widely in an uneven, careless
way

when you are unwilling and hesitate to do something

when you are silent and gloomy because you are in a bad
mood

when you walk slowly and in a relaxed, unhurried way

omnious p. 50

resign p. 55

languid p. 57

when something gives you the feeling that trouble is about to
happen

when you accept something unpleasant because you feel you
cannot change it

when you move in a slow, relaxed way that shows little energy

weary p. 117 when you feel very tired and worn out
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apprehensive p. 143
when you feel worried or uneasy that something bad might

happen

placid p. 160 when you are calm, peaceful, and not easily upset
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irritable p. 171 when you get annoyed or angry very easily

Chapter 9 Student-friendly definition

vital p. 196
when something is so important that it is necessary for life or

success

agitate p. 213 when you feel so worried or upset that you cannot stay calm
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shroud p. 227

reproach p. 229

wistful p. 238

when something covers or hides a thing the way a cloth covers
what lies beneath

when you look at or speak to someone in a way that shows
disappointment or blame

when you feel a gentle, sad longing for something you wish
you had

condescend p. 249 when you act as if you are better than someone and look down
on them

grimace p. 244 when you twist your face to show pain, disgust, or dislike
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