
Discussion Guide

GRADES 5 - 8

During Reading: to engage students, check for understanding, and make connections. 

 

 

Before Reading: to activate schema, build background knowledge, and set a purpose. 
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1976

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 

Chapter 1
Little Man refuses his schoolbook the moment he sees the chart pasted inside the cover. What

does that chart record, and why does his reaction, and Cassie's, matter more than a complaint

about a worn book?

Papa works far away on the railroad to hold onto the family's land. Based on this chapter, why is

owning land such a rare and guarded thing for a Black family here?

Chapter 2
T.J. delivers the news of the Berry burnings almost like gossip. How does the way news travels in

this community shape what the children understand about the danger around them?

Mama takes the children to see the burned Mr. Berry instead of shielding them from it. What do

you think she wants them to learn, and do you agree with her choice?

Chapter 3
The bus splashes the Logan children again and again, so they dig a trench to disable it. Is their

revenge justified, foolish, or both? Defend your view with what happens next.

The night riders pass in a caravan of cars, and the children are terrified. Why does this scene

frighten the adults even more, and what are they not saying out loud?

Chapter 4
Cassie is sick with guilt and nearly confesses about the bus and the men in the night. Why does

she hold back, and what does her silence show about how fear works here?

The family commits to shopping far away rather than at the Wallace store. What are they risking

by boycotting, and what are they refusing to accept?

Chapter 5
At the Barnett Mercantile, Mr. Barnett serves every white customer before he will help Cassie and

Stacey. How does Cassie's confusion turn into anger, and why does that shift matter?

On the sidewalk, Mr. Simms forces Cassie into the road and Big Ma makes her apologize to Lillian

Jean. Why does Big Ma do this, even though Cassie did nothing wrong?

This is Cassie's first real trip into the white world of Strawberry. What rules of that world does

she learn that she did not know at home?

Have students complete the Anticipation Guide to prepare for understanding and connecting with
the deeper themes and messages of the story.
Frontload vocabulary with the Vocabulary Guide.

https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/08/15/1976Roll_of_thunder_AG.pdf
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/08/15/1976_Roll_of_Thunder%2C_Hear_My_Cry_Vocabulary_Guide.pdf
https://www.rif.org/sites/default/files/documents/2026/08/15/1976_Roll_of_Thunder%2C_Hear_My_Cry_Vocabulary_Guide.pdf
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During Reading: to engage students, check for understanding, and make connections. 
Chapter 6

Uncle Hammer reacts to the Lillian Jean incident very differently than Big Ma did. What does
that contrast reveal about the different ways people survive injustice?
White drivers yield the bridge to Hammer's fine car, thinking it belongs to Mr. Granger. What
point is Taylor making about how respect is given in this world?

Chapter 7
Mr. Morrison finally tells the story of how his family died. How does his past explain why he stays
to protect the Logans, and why tell it at Christmas?
Papa warns Stacey to keep his distance from T.J. and the Simmses. Is Papa being unfair, or
seeing something Stacey cannot? Use the chapter to argue your case.

Chapter 8
Cassie's revenge on Lillian Jean is patient and calculated. Does the way she wins change how
you feel about her, and what has she learned from Papa about choosing battles?
Mama is fired from teaching after T.J. carries word to the Wallaces. What exactly gets her fired,
and what does that tell you about who is allowed to teach the truth here?
T.J. drifts toward R.W. and Melvin Simms. What does he want from them, and why can't he see
how they actually see him?

Chapter 9
Mr. Jamison, a white lawyer, offers to back the boycotting families' credit. Why is his offer both
generous and dangerous, and why do some people resent it?
Papa is ambushed on the road, his leg is broken, and Mr. Morrison fights the attackers off. How
does this attack change the stakes for the whole family?

Chapter 10
With Papa hurt and credit cut off, the boycott begins to collapse, and a ledger now shapes every
choice. How does economic pressure become its own weapon against the family?
T.J. is increasingly alone while R.W. and Melvin only pretend to be his friends. What warning
signs does he ignore, and why?

Chapter 11
T.J. arrives beaten and reveals what R.W. and Melvin did at the Barnett store. How much of what
happens is T.J.'s fault, and how much was set in motion by others?
The Logan children help T.J. even after all the harm he has caused. What does that choice say
about loyalty and doing right?

Chapter 12
To stop the mob from lynching T.J., Papa sets fire to his own cotton. Why is burning the crop,
the thing the family has sacrificed everything to keep, the only move he has?
The book ends with Cassie crying for T.J. rather than with a clear victory. Why do you think
Taylor refuses a happy ending, and what has Cassie finally understood?

1976



 
After Reading: to summarize, question, and reflect. 

If your students enjoyed this book...

 

Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and

conversations.
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1976

The title comes from the spiritual quoted at the start of Chapter 11. Now that you have
finished, what do the "thunder" and the "cry" stand for?
Trace Stacey across the whole novel. What forces him to grow up faster than he should, and is
he a different person by the end?
Fire, land, and the schoolbooks each gather meaning as the story goes. Pick one and explain
how its meaning changes from beginning to end.
Cassie learns that fairness and the law are not the same thing. Where does that gap appear
across the book, and where do you see it in the world now?


	1976
	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	Discussion Guide
	GRADES 5 - 8
	Before Reading: to activate schema, build background knowledge, and set a purpose.
	During Reading: to engage students, check for understanding, and make connections.
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 2
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 5

	1976

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

	Discussion Guide
	Grades 5 - 8
	During Reading: to engage students, check for understanding, and make connections.
	Chapter 6
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 8
	Chapter 9
	Chapter 10
	Chapter 11
	Chapter 12
	1976


	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

	Discussion Guide
	Grades 5 - 8
	After Reading: to summarize, question, and reflect.
	If your students enjoyed this book...
	Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations.



