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MATTHEW CORDELL Author: Matthew Cordell

Ilustrator: Matthew Cordell

Themes: Birding, Curiosity, Nature, Patience, Perseverance

Book Brief: Janie has always dreamed of seeing an owl.
With help from her teacher, Mr. Koji, she learns the
patience and skills a real birder needs. This gentle story
celebrates curiosity, perseverance, and the quiet magic of
the natural world.

READ ALOUD

Before Reading: Build Background
« Owils are birds of the night. They hide well and are hard to spot. Tell your child this is
the story of a girl who longs to see one.
« Show your child the cover. Ask what they think the story will be about. Ask if seeing an
owl will be easy or hard, and why.

While Reading: Make Connections

« Mr. Koji tells the class that owls hide from people. Ask your child, “Why do you think
an owl might not want to be seen?”

« “How do you think Janie feels when she searches for owls again and again?”

« Mr. Koji sees Janie's map and shares a secret spot. Ask your child, “What do you think

Janie should do next?”

After Reading: Ask Questions

« “What helped Janie continue to search, even when she saw no owls?”

RELATED ACTIVITIES
If your child enjoyed this book:

« Go for a short walk outside. Have your child draw one bird, animal, or plant they see.
Remind them that looking closely takes patience, just like Janie.
+ Let them explore more titles about owls.

o Owl Moon (1987),

o Owl at Home (1975)

©2026 Reading Is Fundamental
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