
 

 
Before Reading: Build Background

 This is a story about a seed who thinks he is bad. Talk with your child about how it feels
when others call you a name.

Look at the cover together. Ask your child what makes someone "bad" or "good."

 

 

©2026 Reading Is Fundamental

The Bad Seed

Author: Jory John

Illustrator: Pete Oswald
Themes: change and growth, kindness, second chances, self-
acceptance

 

READ ALOUD

RELATED ACTIVITIES
 

 

After Reading: Ask Questions

If your child enjoyed this book:

 

 

 

While Reading: Make Connections

Help your child pick one kind habit to try this week. Add a sticker or check each day they
do it.
Let them explore more titles by Jory John:

The Cool Bean (2019)
The Good Egg (2019)
The Couch Potato (2020)

Family of Readers®

At first, the seed lists all the bad things he does. Ask your child how the seed feels
about himself.
The seed shares how he became bad after some hard, sad events. Ask your child why
the seed might have changed.
Later, the seed decides he does not want to be bad anymore. Ask your child what good
things he starts to do.

Book Brief: There is a bad seed in town, and everyone knows
it. He cuts in line, he never listens, and his attitude is the
worst. But this seed has not always been bad, and deep down
he is wondering if things could ever be different. Can one very
bad seed decide to change?

By the end, the seed feels a mix of good and bad. Ask your child if people can change, and
how.
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https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/cool-bean
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/day-crayons-came-home
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/good-egg
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/day-crayons-came-home
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/couch-potato
https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/day-crayons-came-home
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