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Before Reading: to activate schema, build background knowledge, and set a purpose.

« Schwartz builds dread with short sentences, repeated sound words ("thumpity-thump,” "clinkity-
clink,” "BUZ-OO0OO0OO00"), and a reveal saved for the final sentence. Point students toward how the
words create fear, not just what happens.

« Frontload vocabulary with the Vocabulary Guide.

During Reading: to engage students, check for understanding, and make connections.

Chapter 1

e In "Something Was Wrong," John Sullivan doesn't know he's dead until the last line. Reread the
ending, then find the earlier clues that people were terrified of him. How does saving the reveal for the
final sentence change the scare?

« In "Sounds,"” the ghost is never seen, only heard. List the sounds the fishermen hear. How do those
sound words build dread with no ghost on the page?

« The introduction says scary stories can "warn young people of dangers.” Which tale in this chapter
reads most like a warning, and what is it warning about?

Chapter 2

« "The Drum” repeats the same pattern three times (be bad, ask for the drum, be told "worse"). How
does the repetition make the ending land harder when the mother is gone?

« In "The Cat's Paw,” Schwartz hints at the horror instead of describing it fully. Find a line where the
reader is left to imagine the worst. Why can suggesting be scarier than showing?

« Several tales here punish greed or cruelty. Do these stories seem to follow a rule about who gets hurt?
Use the text to explain.

Chapter 3

¢ In "Oh, Susannah!” the humming is the whole scare. How does hearing the tune before the reveal make
the ending worse for the reader?

« "The Cat in a Shopping Bag" and the "vanishing hitchhiker" are urban legends, stories people swear
really happened. Why do you think people keep retelling stories as if they're true?

« "The Bed by the Window" ends with a brick wall, no ghost at all. Is it a scary story, a sad story, or both?
Defend your answer with lines from the text.

Chapter 4

o This chapter is "scary AND funny.” Pick "The Bad News,” "The Brown Suit,” or "The Church” and
explain how Schwartz flips a scary setup into a joke in the last line.

o "Thumpity-Thump" and "Cemetery Soup" are built to be read aloud. Find the repeated sound words,
then read a page aloud. How does the sound change the feeling versus reading silently?

« Looking across all four chapters, the book moves from pure ghost stories to funny ones. Why might
Schwartz end a scary book with laughs?
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After Reading: to summarize, question, and reflect.

« Which tale gave you the biggest "hoo-ha's"? Point to exactly what Schwartz did to earn that reaction —
the words, the ending, or the mood.
o Folklorists "retell” old tales in their own words. Choose a tale and retell it in three sentences while
keeping the scare. What did you have to keep, and what could you drop?
« The introduction claims these stories serve a "serious purpose.” After reading, do you agree they do
more than just scare? Support your answer.
« Tell one jump story to a partner. Why is the timing of the last line so important?
If your students enjoyed this book...
* Encourage them to continue to discuss it and refer to it in other lessons and conversations.

* Let them explore more about the topic by reading other books with similar themes, structure, characters,
or content.
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