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Is Fundamental.

Partner Reading: Building Fluency

Through Collaborative Reading

What Is Partner Reading?

Partner Reading is an evidence-based practice in which two students take turns
reading aloud and listening to one another. While one student reads, the other
follows along, provides support when needed, and helps monitor understanding.
Students then switch roles so both have opportunities to read, listen, and
respond to the text.

Partner Reading provides students with increased opportunities for supported
oral reading practice while strengthening fluency, accuracy, comprehension, and
reading confidence.

Why Use Partner Reading?

Partner Reading gives students more opportunities to actively read and respond
to text than they may receive during whole-group instruction. With clear
routines and teacher modeling, students learn to support one another as
readers.

Partner Reading can help students:

« Build fluency through regular oral reading practice.

* Improve accuracy by receiving immediate, supportive feedback.

* Hear fluent reading modeled by a peer.

* Strengthen comprehension by discussing and responding to what they read.

+ Develop independence as students take greater responsibility for monitoring
their reading.

« Build confidence and engagement through collaborative reading
experiences
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An Implementation Guide

Step 1: Prepare the Text

Choose a text that students can read with appropriate support. Partner Reading
can be used with both literary and informational texts and can be incorporated
across content areas.

Before reading:

* |ldentify a manageable section of text.

* Determine where partners will stop and switch roles.

* Preview important vocabulary or potentially challenging words.
* Prepare a comprehension question or discussion prompt.

* Make sure each student has access to the text.

Teacher Tip: The text should provide productive practice without being so
difficult that students spend most of their time struggling to decode words.

Step 2: Establish Partners

Create purposeful pairs based on students’ reading strengths and needs. One
option is to pair a somewhat stronger reader with a student who would benefit
from additional modeling and support. Avoid pairing students whose reading
levels are so different that the partnership becomes tutoring rather than
collaborative reading.

When using mixed-ability pairs, have the more fluent reader read first so their
partner hears a model before reading. Students with similar reading abilities can
also work effectively together, particularly when they are practicing a text that
has already been introduced.

Consider more than reading level. Student relationships, patience, language
strengths, learning needs, and ability to provide supportive feedback can all
influence successful pairings.
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Step 3: Read & Listen

Partner A reads the selected section aloud while Partner B follows along closely
in the text.

The listener should:

* Follow the words on the page.

» Listen for accurate reading.

* Notice when the reader needs support.
* Be ready to discuss what was read.

If using mixed-ability pairs, the more fluent reader can read first to provide a
model of accurate, expressive reading.

Step 4: Give Supportive Feedback

Explicitly teach students how to help rather than simply correct their partner.
When a reader makes an error, the listener can pause briefly to give the reader

an opportunity to self-correct. If support is still needed, the partner can identify
or help with the word and then ask the reader to reread the sentence correctly.

For example:

* “Try that word again.”

e “Thewordis . What’s the word?”
* “Now reread the sentence.”

Feedback should remain brief, specific, and encouraging so that the focus
stays on reading rather than correcting every small mistake. Teacher modeling is
important before expecting students to use the routine independently.
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Step 5: Check Understanding and Switch Roles

After reading the section, partners briefly discuss what they read. Provide a
guestion or prompt that requires students to return to the meaning of the text.

Partners might:

* Retell what happened.

* |dentify the main idea.

* Explain an important detail.

* Answer a text-dependent question.

« Summarize the section.

» Ask each other a question about the reading.

Students then switch roles and repeat the routine, either rereading the same
section or continuing to a new section.
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Teach the Routine Before Expecting Independence
Before using Partner Reading independently:

Explain the purpose of each role.

Model a successful partnership with a student or colleague.
Model what to do when a reader makes an error.

Model helpful and unhelpful feedback.

Practice the routine as a class.

Gradually release responsibility as students become comfortable with the
process.

RGNS

What Should the Teacher Do?

Once students understand the routine, Partner Reading creates an opportunity
for the teacher to circulate and listen closely to students’ reading.

As students read:
» Listen for accuracy, rate, phrasing, and expression.

* Notice which students self-correct and which need additional decoding
support.

* Monitor the quality of partner feedback.
* Ask comprehension questions.
* Reinforce productive partner behaviors.

* Pull students for additional teacher support when Partner Reading alone is
not sufficient.

Choosing Texts for Partner Reading

Look for texts that are:

» Accessible: Students can read most of the words accurately.

* Meaningful: The text supports a clear purpose for reading and discussion.

* Manageable: Sections are short enough for both partners to have substantial
reading time.

* Discussion-worthy: Students can talk about an important idea, event, detail,
or question.

 Worth practicing: The text gives students opportunities to work on accuracy,
phrasing, expression, or comprehension.
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Different Ways to Use Partner Reading

Structure How It Works Best For

Partner A reads a section;
Model & Reread Partner B rereads the
same section.

Fluency, accuracy,
modeling

Partners alternate
Take Turns paragraphs, pages, or
sections.

Building reading volume
and stamina

Partners read, then answer
Read & Respond a question or discuss the Comprehension
section.

Partners revisit a
previously taught text and | Phrasing, expression,
support one another’s automaticity

fluent reading.

Reread for Fluency
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Keep in Mind

Partner Reading works best when...

* Partners are selected intentionally.

+ Students know exactly what the reader and listener should do.

* Feedback routines are explicitly modeled and practiced.

+ Texts provide an appropriate level of challenge.

* Both students spend meaningful time reading aloud.

 Comprehension remains part of the routine, not just accurate word reading.
* Teachers monitor partnerships and adjust them as students’ needs change.

Sources

« ALA — Partner Reading: Building Confidence, Releasing Responsibility
* The Meadows Center — Partner Reading: An Evidence-Based Practice
* Reading Rockets — Partner Reading
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